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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


LECTURES ON THE EVIDENCES OF 
DIVINE REVELATION, 


No. XVI. 


SrevERAL facts, of very consider- 
able importance, immediately 
followed the great event of the 
deluge. 

ist; Moah, after he left the 
ark, built an altar; and offered to 
God a sacrifice of every clean 
beast, and every clean fowl. 

2dly; God promised, that the 
fear of man should be on all the 
animal world. 

Sdly; He gave permission to 
Noah, and his descendants, to eat 
flesh. 

A4thly; He forbade them to eat 
blood; 

First, To keep alive in man- 
kind a sacred sense of the im- 
portance of life; 

Secondly, To turn their eyes 
perpetually to the great Atone- 
ment for sin, which was to be 
accomplished by the shedding of 
blocd; and 

Thirdly, In the renewal of 
this prohibition to the Israelites, 
to prevent them from idolatry. 
The heathen, it is to be remem- 
bered, had feasts of blood in their 
idolatrous rites. 

sthiy; He made an universal 
law concerning murder, 10 wit, 


¥ Gil. Be 


that every murderer should be 
put to death. 

The blood of every person 
murdered was required at the 
hand of.every man, and partic- 
ularly of every man’s brother. 
In accordance with this law, 
mankind with an almost absolute 
universality have put the mur- 
derer to death. It deserves par- 
ticular notice, that in uncivilized 
nations the avenger of blood has 
very generally been the brother, 
or some other person of near 
kindred to him who was mur- 
dered. . 

6thly; God made a covenant 
with oad, that the earth should 
no more be overflowed by a 
deluge; but that seed time and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer 
and winter, day and night, should 
not cease any more. 

7thly; Of this covenant he 
made the rainbow a perpetual 
Loken. 

‘The original mode of watering 
the earth was by mists and dews. 
This mode was continued, not 
improbably, until the deluge: 
and the first rain was that, which 
accomplished the destruction of 
the world. When, thercfore, 
Noak beheld the clouds again 
gathered for rain; he would 
necessarily conclude, that the 
work of destruction was to be re- 
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newed. This covenant pre- 
cluded these fears: and this glo- 
rious object, the rainbow, so 
beautiful, and so wonderful, be- 
came a delightful seal of its 
truth. 

The Greeks have preserved 
the memory of this fact in the 
fable, to which I have several 
times alluded: that Jris, (the 
Rainbow,) was the daughter of 
Thaumas, (Wonder,) sent to car- 
ry the oath of the gods to men. 

8thly; God repeated to Voah 
and his family the command, 
originally given to our first par- 
ents; to be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth. 

On this subject it deserves 
particularly to be remarked, that 
at the two periods, when the 
multiplication of mankind was 
more necessary than at any other, 
mankind existed, and were con- 
nected, in paims. The union of 
one man with one woman in 
marriage is, therefore, the state, 
in the eye of God the most favor- 
able to the multiplication of our 
species. Accordingly, the Zurks, 
who have every inducement to 
have families, arising from inde- 
pendence, wealth, and ample 
means of subsistence, and who 
are folygamists, are far less nu- 
merous than the Greeks, inhabit- 
ing the same country, who are 
monogamists, and labor under 
all the discouragements to mar- 
riage, found in poverty, depres- 
sion, and bondage. 

9thly; Voah began the busi- 
ness of agriculture speedily after 
the flood; and, having planted a 
vine, and drunk imprudently of 
the wine which it yielded, be- 
came intoxicated, and disgraced. 
In this situation his younger son, 
Ham, 10 a very unfilial manner 
treated his father withindecency, 


and insult. Woah, in consequence 
of the impiety of Ham, uttered 
that memorable prediction con- 
cerning his three sons, which is 
recorded in the ninth chapter of 
Genesis: And he said, “Cursed be 
Ham, the father of Canaan; a 
servant of servants shall he be 
unto his brethren.” And he said, 
“Blessed be the Lord Ged of 
Shem; and Canaan shall be his 
servant. God shall enlarge Jap- 
heth; and he shall dwetl in the 
tents of Shem; and Canaan shall 
be his servant.” This predic- 
tion, you will remember, res- 
pected supremely the descend- 
ants of these three persons. The 
punishment, which Ham suffer- 
ed was chiefly, if not wholly, the 
pain, which he experienced in 
his father’s displeasure, and in 
the knowledge, conveyed to him 
on this occasion, of the future 
degradation, and sufferings, of 
his descendants; a pain, which he 
obviously deserved. On the other 
hand, there was an obvious pro- 
priety in rewarding Jafheth, and 
Shem, for their filial piety by an- 
nouncing to them the blessings, 
which God had treasured up tor 
their posterity. These predic- 
tions have been remarkably ful- 
filled. The subjection of the 
Canaunites to the children of Js- 
rael; ef the Egyptians to the 
Lurks, the Arabians, and the 
several nations, who before them 
subdued £gyft, and held its in- 
habitants in bondage; and the 
extensive slavery, in which the 
people of Africa have for a long 
time been holden by the urope- 
ans, and their colonies; exbibita 
terrible accomplishment of thai, 
which respects Ham. That, con- 
cerning Shem, was remarkably 
fulfilled in the fact, that his de- 
scendants were peculiarly bles- 
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sed with spiritual blessings. For 
more than two thousand years 
they were the depositaries of the 
true religion; while the rest of 
the world was chiefly lost in 
idolatry. It will also be illustri- 
ously fulfilled in the future res- 
toration of the Jews. ‘The pre- 
diction concerning Japiheth has 
been remarkably accomplished 
in two modes. God has en- 
larged Jaftheth by spreading his 
descendants over all the north of 
Asia, throughout Europe, and 
throughout dmerica. His de- 
scendants have also dwelt in the 
tenis of Shem by means of the 
conquests of the Greek and Ro- 
man empires, of the Zartar prin- 
ces, and of the modern Kurcfe- 
ans, in the different countries of 
Asia. God has also enlarged 
Japheth in the spiritual sense. 
The Gospel has principally pre- 
vailed among his descendanis, 
together with the religion, which 
it contains: and they, in every 
age, have constituted what has 
been styled the Christian world. 
In this sense also, Japheth has 
dwelt in the tents of Shem. 

10thly; We are informed by 
Moses, that in the days of Peleg, 
the son of “eder, the fifth gener- 
ation from /Voah, the earth was 
divided among the descendants 
of this patriarch after their fam- 
ilies. ‘Lothis subject I shall de- 
vote the remainder of the lec- 
ture. 

You cannot be ignorant, that 
the question, whether the inhab- 
itants of the earth sprung from 
the stock of Woah, or have de- 
rived their origin from different 
pairs, has been extensively agi- 
tated within the last fifty years; 
that both sides have found their 
champions; and that volumes 
have been written to support 
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their respective opinions. In- 
dependently of the labor, which 
it would require, it would be no 
dificult matter to add another 
volume on the same subject. L 
discuss it, here, very briefly in- 
deed, only because it falls in my 
way; and shall excuse myself 
from multiplying observations 
upon it, because that would be 
inconsistent with the scheme of 
these lectures; which is to epit- 
omize whatever subject is hand- 
led in them. 

To the doctrine, that all man- 
kind have sprung from Woah, 
there are two objections, on 
which its opposers appear to 
have placed their chief reliance. 
OF these the 

First is, That the differences 
ot complexion, features, and 
shape, found i in the human spe- 
cles, are irreconcilable with this 
doctrine. The 

Second is, That 4merica, and 
the islands in the Pacific Ocean, 
could not have been peopled from 
the Eastern Continent. 

I suppose, the latter of these 
objections is now generally giv- 
enup. If it is not, it must be 
retained’ from mere obstinacy. 
When we are told by Capt. 
Cook, that he saw the inhabitants 
of the /#riendly Isles two hun- 
dred leagues at sea ona military 
expedition; when we find the in- 
habitants on both sides of Bed- 
ring’s straits now crossing those 
waters familiarly; when we 
know, that the Warrhagansets 
customarily went from Rhode 
Island to Montauk Point, or to 
Southhold, about the same dis- 
tance; and when we find all] the 
Aborigines of North America 
declaring with one voice, that 
they came from the West, and 
crossed the waters before they 
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arrived in this country, it must 
be merely trifling either to insist 
on this objection, or to answer it. 

With regard to the other ob- 
jection I observe universally, 
that it is founded upon mere Jn- 
exfilicabieness. Itis this: We do 
not see how all mankind, if 
they descended from one stock, 
came to differ so much in com- 
plexion, features, and figure; 
and therefore conclude, that they 
did not spring from one stock. 
This mode of arguing certainly 
ill becomes those who use it. 
They cannot see how their 
thoughts move their hands, or 
their feet, or their tongues. Yet 
they admit the fact, every day, in 
each of these cases. What is 
true of these is true of far the 
greater number of caseés, in 
which either causation, or the 
modus ofierandi, is concerned. 
Were instances of this nature 
very rare, the argument might 
be appealed to with decency: 
now the use of it is ridiculous. 

But nothing can give this ar- 
gument the least weight. A 
truth can in no way depend up- 
on my knowledge that it is a 
truth; nor be in any degree al- 
fected by my ignorance. The 
persons, who make this objcc- 
tion, must, before they can chal- 
lenge to it the least regard, shew 
us, that the scriptural account 
is inconsistent with something, 
which we know; and not merely, 
that they, or we, or both, are ig- 
norant of the manner, in which 
this state of things took place. 

Having niade these prelini- 
nary remarks, 1 observe, 

Ist; Zhat the objectors do not 
inform us how many these fairs 
qvere, or must have been. 

This part oi the subject seems 
to Le no less inexplicable than 


the descent of the whole fromm 
Voah, I mention this to show, 
that, hitherto, they are unsatis- 
fied with their own scheme; have 
formed no definite ideas of what 
the difficulties alleged amount 
to; and, therefore, raise the ob- 
jection, mercly from a spirit of 
hostility, and not from any ac- 
quaintance with the subject; nor 
with a knowledge of the limits, 
to which it ought to extend. 

I will, however, suppose, what 
they must mean, il they can be 
supposed to mean any thing 
definitely; that the black men, 
and the whites, are especially in- 
tended to be included init. Leay- 
ing, therefore, the Samoiedes, 
and Laplanders, out of the ques- 
tion, and confining myself within 
these limits, I observe, 

2dly; That the Scriptures, 
vhich assert all nations to have 
been made of one blood, are firoved 
to be the word of God by incom- 
frarably better evidence, than can 
be alleged in fuvor of the contra- 
ry assertion; and all this evidence 
is directly afifiiicable to the scrif- 
tural assertion. 

Sdly; Zhe argumerts, which 
jrrove the existence of the Deluge, 
are attended with incomparably 
more evidence, than can be al- 
leged by these objectors in favor 
of their own ofunions. All this 
evidence, also, sufifioris the scripi- 
tural assertion. 

4thly; Moses could not have 
been ignorant of the true origin 
of the Cushites; at least of those 
tribes, which dwelt in the near 
neighborhood of Egypt and Judea. 

Isaac was filty years old at the 
death of Shem. Levi was forty 
years old at the death of Jsaac. 
Between Shem, therefore, who 
was the uncle of Cush, and Mo- 
ses, when arrived at full age, 
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there were but three interven- 
tions: those of Jsaac, Levi, and 
Amram. Besides, the Cushites 
were so near to Abraham and his 
family, that it is impossible for 
aly mistake to have arisen con- 
cerning their origin, if we sup- 
pose it to have been once known. 
To this must be added, that Mo- 
ses married a Cushite; and had 
the benefit of the traditions of 
that people, also, conveyed down 
through the principal family of 
the tribe, and plainly incapable 
ofany error. Even this is not 
all. The Cushites still inhabit 
the mountains of Hadesh on the 
Red Sea; still call themselves 
Cushites; and declarethemselves 
to be descendants from Ham, and 
from Cush, his son. They de- 
clare, that their ancestor was pre- 
served from the deluge; and that 
descendants from him, and an- 
cestors of themselves, formed 
caves on the heights of these 
mountains, to secure themselves 
from being drowned by another 
deluge, if such an one should 
occur. To these caves the pres- 
ent Cushites retire, every rainy 
season, from the iruitiul vallics 
beneath. These Cushites are 
now black. They were black in 
the time of Jeremiah, who says, 
Can the Cushite chunge his skin, 
or the leopard his spots? As 
these people were marked In ev- 
ery age of the Jewish nation, 
from Moses onward, it is plainly 
impossible, that there should be 
any mistake with regard to their 
identity, or descent. Here, then, 
is an unanswerabie proof, that 
black men have descended from 
Noah. That white men are de- 
scended from him .will not be 
questioned. It ought, perhaps, 


to be added, that these Cushites 
are woolly headed. 
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5thly; Zhere is a colony of 
Portuguese on ithe western coast 
of Africa, who have scarcely beer 
there three hundred years, and 
yet are, so black, as hardly to be 
distinguishable from the absolute 
negro. Yet they are certainly 
known to be Portuguese by their 
language, their religion, and 
their history. 

6thly; Zhe Jews have spread 
over all climates; and are ¢f ail 
complexions, from fiure white to 
jure black. 

Dr. Buchanan informs us, that 
the dlack Jews in Hindostan are 
as black, as any of the Hzndoos: 
and these are as black, as the 
gcnuine African. These Jews 
left Palestine at the time either 
of the Assyrian, or Babylonish, 
captivity. Another body of their 
countrymen, (a part of the ter 
tribes, carried away by Shalinan- 
ezer,) settled ultimately in the 
mountainous country, which 
iorms the eastern border of Per- 
s7a, and the western of Hiindostan. 
‘They are called Afghans; and 
are numerous, and powerful. 
Their histury, religion, and lan- 
guuge, plove beyond debate, that 
they are of the stock of IJsraei: 
and they are white. 

7thly; Zhe Hindvos, properly 
so called, are plainly cf one stock. 
Yet those, who live in the north 
of Hindostan, are white: while 
those, who ive in the south, are 

lack. 

As I suppose, that these facts 
cadanot be denied, I shall consicd- 
er the general conclusion from 
them as established: to wit, fu: 
black and white men have beth: 
descended from Noah. 

As to the philosophical ques- 
tion; “Jn what manner Is this 
change accomplished!” Lam un- 
interested in it; because li dees 
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not even remotely affect the fact 
itself. I shall, therefore, not 
trouble you with disquisitions 
concerning the middle integu- 
ment of the skin, which is the 
seat of color; nor concerning the 
influence of the bile in deepen- 
ing the shades of complexion; 
nor concerning the other sub- 


jects of a similar nature, per- 


taining to this question. These 
1 shall leave to such, as have 
time, inclination, and capacity, to 
investigate them; and shali con- 
clude this lecture with a few de- 
sultory observations, which I 
shall leave to your future consid- 
eration. 

ist; Persons affected with the 
jaundice, in the degree, and 
manner, commonly called the 
black jaundice, are changed into 
a deep mulatto complexion: and 
the tinge, though faded in some 
degree, does not vanish, at least 
in some instances, through a 
long period of life. 

2dly; Brown parents have fair 
children; and parents of the fair- 
est complexion have brown chil- 
dren: and both brown and fair 
children are very commonly 
born of the same parents. 

3dly; Moles on the skin of very 
fair people are often quite black. 
Were the whole body covered 
with the same appearance; the 
man would be a negro. The 
hair, which grows upon a mole, 
is often curled almost in the 
same manner, and degree, as the 
hair of the negro. He, who can 
explain these facts, will go far 
towards explaining most of the 
philosophical difficulties, attend- 
ing this subject. 

4thly; The blacks in Wew 
England are not only visibly, but 
very greatly, changed within my 
remembrance. Their complex- 


ion is universally, and in most 
instances by many shades, whiter. 
Of those, who hear me, probably 
very few have ever seen a Guinea 
black; and will therefore be un- 
able to realize the extent of this 
change. Their original features, 
also, are chiefly vanished; their 
thick lips, flat noses, and low, 
oblique foreheads. Many of 
them have become well, and 
some of them even handsomely, 
shaped. Their features, also, 
are often comely, and sometimes 
handsome. This is particularly 
true of the younger generation. 
You will remember, that less 
than forty years have elapsed, 
since the last blacks were im- 
ported into Vew England. 

5thly; The red men are erro- 
neously asserted to be of one 
color. The color of these men 
is in a great measure derived 
from their exposure, and their 
sordid mode of living. I have 
seen a young Indian woman, who 
had been educated in the man- 
ner, in which young women, in 
the middle circumstances of life, 
are educated among ourselves. 
Her father was one of the dark- 
est colored Aborigines: yet the 
daughter was as fair, as a consid- 
erable number of persons of her 
own sex, who have descended 
from English ancestors. I have 
also seen a young Indian, edu- 
cated in the English mode, and 
possessed of intelligence, and 
good manners, who was consid- 
erably whiter than some of our 
own countrymen; and whom, 
without a suspicion to the con- 
trary, I supposed to be one of 
them; until by an allusion toa 
particular fact he convinced me, 
that he was of Indian origin. 
There is, therefore, a material 
difference in the complexion of 
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the red people of this country. I 
have seen a Native of Jreland, the 
inhabitants of which are per- 
haps as fair as any of the human 
race, who was several shades 
darker than cither of these In- 
dians. 

To prove, that the Aborigines 
of America owe much of their 
complexion to their modes of 
living, nothing more is necessa- 
ry than to remind you of the 
well known fact, that several of 
our own people, of both sexes, 
who have been carried into cap- 
tivity, and resided long among 
the Indians, have been scarceiy 
distinguishable from mere In- 
Gians. 

6thly; Within a few years two 
men, Samuel Adams, an Indian of 
Brothertown,and Henry Moss,a 
Virginian biack, have, through- 
out almost the whole frame, 
become white. Both these per- 
sons were perfectly wedi during 
this process, and able to doa 
day’s work every day. The pro- 
cess of whitening in both, was 
much more rapid in the parts, 
covered from the weather, than 
in their hands, and faces; and in 
both was, 1n those parts, nearly, 
or abselutely, completed. I saw 
Moss about four years after the 
change began, and again about 
four years afterwards; and ex- 
amined with minute attention his 
breast, arms, lower limbs, hands, 
lace, and head. Huis face and 
hands were spotted with an al- 
‘ernation of white and black. 
The other parts of his body 
were of a very fair and delicate 
complexion; like that of a fair 
‘American youth, otf eighteen. 
ihe color was as fresh and vivid; 
and the fine blood vessels were 
's little concealed. 

Wherever the skin had be- 
LUTE white, the hatr also was 
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totally changed, and was exactly 
that of fair white people, of a 
flaxen hue, and perfectly free 
from curling. On his head a 
spot beginning at the crown, and 
extending towards the forehead, 
shaped somewhat like the bowl 
of a table spoon,but narrower, and 
longer, had become white. ‘lwo 
or three smaller spots on his 
head exhibited exactly the same 
changes. Around all these, lim- 
ited by an exact line, the skin 
was black, and the hair black and 
woolly; in other words, the hair 
of a black man. Both these ap- 
pearances extended over the 
rest of the head. 

The account of Adams I re- 
ceived from a respectable cler- 
gyman, who in a letter to me ob- 
serves, “The appearance of the 
skin, where it has not been ex- 
posed to the sun, is delicately 
white; and, where lately chang- 
ed, 1s like that of a child.”” He 
also observes, that “the changre 
has been most rapid in the paris, 
not exposed to the sun.” 

From these facts I infer, that 
the external appearances of the 
complexion, avd hair, on the 
human body are not original, uo! 
at all essential to the nature ot 
the body. Both these men con- 
tinued in every other particular 
the same in body and mind: 
while they were yet entirely 
changed in complexion over ai- 
most the whole of their persons. 
Men, therefore, are noi biack, 
white, nor red, necessarily; but 
merely as incidental circumstat- 
ces direct. 

Htence I conclude, that the 
varieties, observed in the com- 
plexion and hair of the human 
specics, furnish no probable ai- 
gument, that they sprany frous 
different original stocks. ‘Lhe 


three great varicties are black, 


ee 


white andred. Onthetwolast clas- 
ses thcse changes have here taken 
piace: and on one of each, they 
have been almost compicted. A 
black man In one instance, and a 
red man in another, have become 
almost entirely white men; and 
without any such change In the 
internal parts of the constitution, 
as to occasion a single new sen- 
sation, of any importance, OF 
white men, therefore, others may 
have become red or black meu, 
with changes equally unessen- 
tial. Vhat this has really taken 
place is fairly presumable fiom 
the facts, here recounted. The 
ordinary course. of Providence, 
operating agreeably to natural 
and established laws, has wrougit 
the change here. <A _ similar 
course of Providence is, there- 
fore, justly concluded to have 
wrought the change trom white 
to red, and to black; or, what Is 
perhaps more probable, from red 
to white on the one hand, and to 
black on the other. Lhe change 
here, so far as it has existed, has 
been accomplished in a tew 
years. How casily, as well as 
how imperceptibly, may it have 
been accompiisied during the 
lapse of ages.* 

7thiy; All men have the same 
reneral attributes, the sume ex- 
ternal figure and the same inter- 
nal constitutlon, the same atfec- 
tons of the body, the same dis- 
eases, &C. 

Sthly; Phe intellectual and 
moral characterisucs are, also, 
the same in all men. 

9ithly; The scriptural account 
of the descent of mankind trom 
-Voah is the only account, sup- 
ported by any probable evidence. 

*On three other Indians of Brother- 


fown the same process had begua; aud on 
two of them was considerably advanecd. 
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This account is supported by the 
whole evidence of history, and 
tradition; evidence, which can- 
not be rationally denied, nor 
easily doubted. The opinion, 
against which I contend, is a 
mere hypothesis. 


For the Panoplist. 


‘“*MAY NOT REAL CHRISTIANS BE 
EXHORTED NOT TO GRIEVE 
THE HOLY SPIRIT!” 

Pan. Feb. 1813, p. 409, note. 


Tuoucu this question is not 
very closely connected with the 
subject which produced it, a 
proper answer cannot be unin- 
teresting to the believer in ex- 
ferimental religion. ‘Vo him, who 
acknowledges the divinity and 
fersonality ol the Holy Spirit, the 
subject presents the most sol- 
emn considerations. He cannot 
but reflect, that the real Chris- 
tian is redeemed from the power 
of sin, preserved in the path of 
all the duty he performs, made 
an heir to immortality, and pre- 
pared for eternal happiness and 
viory, by the wonderful gracious 
operations of the FEioly Spirit. 
Can he then, by his conduct 
grieve this Spirit, Lo whom he 1s 
under eternal and infinite obliga- 
tious? How solemn and affect- 
Ing is this question. To sup- 
pose, however, that this cannot 
be the casc, wouid be to con- 
cjude, cither that the Christian's 
conduct is periecuy right, and 


T The question, which stands at the head 
y R. i ’ . 
Oi this arucle, was proposed by us in con- 
sequence, as now appears, of our havieg 
Husapprehended the design of our corres- 
pondeat in quoting Eph. iv, 30. W hat 
that misapprehension was, it would take a 
long paragraph to deseribe. We shail not, 
thereiore, trouble our readers with any 
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his feelings perfectly holy, at all 
times, or that the Holy Spirit is 
insensible to iniquity, and re- 
gardless of those actions which 
dishonor the name of Jehovah. 
That the latter is not true, the 
word of God is witness; and that 
the former is also false, the 
Christian has the same infallible 
testimony, together with the irre- 
sistible convictions of his own 
mind. With much anxiety, 
therefore, he may perceive the 
propriety of the apostle’s exhor- 
tation, Grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are sealed un- 
to the day of redemption, E.ph. 
iv, 30. This passage is a full 
answer to the above question. 
He, that will not be satisfied by 
this expiicit exhortation, cannot 
be convinced by argument. 

It may be proper to observe, 
that the passage just quoted is 
the only one in which Christians 
are exhorted not to grieve the 
Holy Spirit, and the only one in 
which it is implied, that any per- 
son can grieve the Spirit.* But 
one passage is sufficient. It ex- 
presses the peculiar feelings of 
the Holy Spirit in view of the im- 
proper conduct of Christians, 
The apostle spoke in popular 
language, and, with his godly 
simplicity, there is no need of 
any refinement or subtlety of 
reasoning to understand him. It 
is the feeling of a friend—of a 
friend, who loves the offender, 
who is resolved still to be his 
friend, who is wounded by his 

* Should any one oppose to this asser- 
tion, Heb. iii, 10 and 17, which refer to 


Ps. ixxviii, 40, and xev, 10, at. answer is at 
hand, What the Hebrew word, which is 


translated grieved in those two Psalms, 
expresses, the writer cannot now deter- 
mine; but in the apostle’s explanation in 
the Hebrews, a word which signifies dis- 
pleasure, and not grief, isused. This will 
be evident upon examining the passages. 


Vou. IX. 


On Grieving the Holy Spirit. 
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wicked conduct, and who intends 
to reclaim him and lead him to 
the performance of duty. It is 
such a friend, whom the Chris+ 
tian is exhorted not to grieve, 
and whom he may grieve. This 
view of the subject is calculated 
to present him with the most 
powerful considerations to be 
watchful over his feelings and 
actions, that he may avoid offend- 
ing the Holy Spirit. If such sen- 
timents will not affect the Chris¢ 
tian, upon what can reliance be 
placed? His soul should be filled 
with these tender views and feel- 
ings. He would then be far less 
likely to give offence. 

The ways, in which the Chris- 
tian may grieve the Holy Spirit, 
are as numerous and various, as 
the operations of sin. So exten- 
sive are these, that it would be 
impossible in this place to par- 
ticularize the most prominent; 
and it does not seem necessary. 
Our whole conduct is concerne 
ed. It may be better to refer the 
Christian to the word of Ged, 
and urge him to read it with 
special reference to this subject. 
As peculiarly applicable to the 
Christian at the present time, he 
may read the verse preceding, 
and the two verses following the 
above passage in Ephesians, 
Let no corrufit communication 
firoceed out of your mouth, but 
that which ts good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers, Let ali 
bitterness, and wrath,and anger, 
and clamor, and evil sheaking, b¢ 
fut away from you, with all mal- 
ice: and be ye kind to one another, 
tender-hearied, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you. Such 
are some of the feelings and ac- 
tions, in the exercise and pore 

* 
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formance of which the Christian 
will not grieve the Holy Spirit. 
N. U. 


PLAIN SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


No. VII. 
Mattnew VI. 
Various Readings. 


Verse 1. for alms read right- 
cousness. 

V. 4.1. p. himself. Also, p. o. 
openly. 

V. 18. om. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the fiower, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 

V. 15. p. 0. their tresfiasses. 

V. 18. om. ofienly. The word 
rendered secret twice in this 
verse has acompetitor of nearly 
or quite equal claims. If admit- 
ted, however, the meaning and 
the translation would be precise- 
ly as at present. 

V. 24. Griesbach omits one 
m in the middle of the word 
7NamMmMIN. 


V. 25. om. or what ye shail 


drink. 
V. 34. Griesbach supposes 


for itself to be a reading o% near 


ly or quite equal authority with 
the phrase for the things of itself. 

There are, so far as I can 
judge from a hasty examination, 
as many various readings which 
affect the meaning In this chap- 
ter, as in any chapter of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel. Yet these, like 
nearly all the other various read- 
ings in the New Testament, do 
not appear to yield ary consider- 
able advantage to any Class of 
disputants, nor to withdraw sup- 
port from any important reli- 
gious doctrine. 

By the word righicousness, 


substituted for alms, in the first 
verse, is probably intended that 
external performance of reli- 
gious and moral duties, which is 
commanded by God, but which, 
if prompted by ostentation, or 
any other unworthy motive, will 
not receive the Divine reward, 
as it will not spring from a good 
disposition. The word is used 
in much the same sense, in the 
twentieth verse of the preceding 
chapter, where Christ warns his 
followers, that unless their right- 
eousness shall surpass the right- 
eousness of the Scribes and Phar- 
tsees, they shall never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. After thus 
guarding his disciples against 
an ostentatious performance of 
their religious and moral dutics 
generally, in this first verse, our 
Lord proceeds to expatiate, in 
the following seventeen verses, 
on this evil, as exhibited in the 
vain-yJorious performance of the 
duties of almsgiving, prayer, and 
fasting. The reader will ob- 
serve, that the word righteous- 
ness was placed in the margin 
by the English translators. 

The word ofenty is retained 
by Griesbach in verse 6th, though 
omitted in the 4th and 18th ver- 
ses. By Campbell it is omitted 
in all three. Doubtless the re- 
ward will be open und public, in 
the day of final account. 

The doxology, at the close of 
the Lord’s prayer, -is generally 
supposed by critics to have been 
introduced from the liturgy of 
the Greek church. However 
that may be, it contains nothing 
but what Is admitted to be true 
by all denominations of Chris- 
tlans; nor any thing which is not 
implied in the prayer itself. 

The effect of the other vari- 
ous readings Is so inconsidera- 
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ble and so obvious, that further 
remarks upon them are un- 
necessary. 


Proposed Emendations of cur 
Version. 


V.7. Instead of use not vain 
refietitions, the meaning of the 
original would be better convey- 
cd by this phrase; use not vain 
expressions. Campbell has it, 
talk net at random. All kinds of 
vain and idle expressions, not 
less than refretitions, are forbid- 
den in this passage. 

V. 16. Of a@ gloomy counte- 
mance, OY a dismal countenance, 
would be preferable to the 
phrase in our version. The 
word rendered disfigure is very 
torcible, as it literally signifies 
to cuuse to disappear. The mean- 
ing here is, that the persons re- 
ferred to entirely change the 
natural genuine expression of 
their countenances, by an affec- 
tatlon of great seriousness and 
devotion. The same word is 
translated corrupt, in the 19th 
verse. Consume, in this latter 
verse, would have been much 
bettcr; as moth and rust con- 
sume treasures, and thus cause 
them to disafifiear. Vo those who 
understand treasures to mean 
firecious metals only, it will ap- 
pear incohgruous to represent 
them as comsumed or corrupted 
by the moth; but the original 
word means any other coilection 
of valuable property, as well as 
uioncy, or the precious metals. 

‘There is a very considerable 
obscurity, uniess Ll am mistaken, 
ju the 22d and 23d verses, as 
they stand in our transiation. 
By this obscurity our Savior’s 
iCasonipg is not correctly appre- 
hended, and loses much of its 
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force. Campbell’s version, with 
a slight variation to make it 
more literal, is as follows: Zhe 
lamp: of the body its the eye. TT; 
therefore, thine eye be sound, thy 
whole body will be light: but if 
thine eye be bad, thy whole body 
will be dark. And if even the 
light which isin thee be darkness, 
how great will the darkness be. 
The greatest improvement here 
is the adoption of the word 
sound instead of single; achange 
which is abundantly justified, 
and which accords with the 
I’rench translation. 

V.25. Be not anxious is the 
true meaning of the word ren- 
dered take no thought. This 1s 
one of the most manifest and 
most important errers to be 
found in our version. A similar 
alteration is required in the 27th, 
28th, 3ist,and 33d, verses. 

V.30. Herbage is much pre- 
{erable to grass, as the di/y does 
not come within the meaning of 


SVTaES. 
Doctrines. 


Our blessed Lord proceeds in 
his discourse, and teachcs us, 
that we are never to perform our 
religious and moral duties from 
ostentatious motives; v. 1; that, 
whenever we do so, we are not 
to expect, for we shall not re- 
ceive, any reward at the hands 
of God; that we should never 
imitate hypocrites in taking 
pains to give alms in public, in 
erder to obtain honor from men; 
Vv. 2; that hypocrites, who do 
thus, receive their whole rewara 
in the human applause which 
they seek; that alms are to be 
performed as secretly as possi- 
ble; v. 3; thatthe all-seeing God 
will reward them, who sincerely 
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tevard his authority; v. 4; that 
we should never perform our 
private devotions in public view, 
in order to obtain honor from 
men, as hypocrites do; v. 5; that 
persons of this class receive the 
reward which they seek, but no 
other; that our private devotions 
should be as secret as possible; 
v- 6; that the all-seeing God will 
openly reward them who serve 
him in secret; that we should 
never use vain, idle, unmeaning 
expressions in our prayers; nor 
think that the excellence of a 
prayer consists in its length; v. 
7; that God knows, before we 
ask; what things we need; v. 8; 
that the manner of our prayers 
should resemble that which our 
Lord gave, on this occasion, as a 
specimen of suitable prayers v. 
9; that social prayer is a duty; 
that God may be affectionately 
addressed, by the fallen children 
of men, as their Father; that 
heaven may be represented as 
the peculiar dwelling-place of 
God; that it ought to be the first 
desire of our hearts, that the 
name and attributes of Jehovah 
may be universally seen and ac- 
knowledged to be holy; that we 
should also pray for the com- 
plete establishment of the reign 
of God on earth, and that his 
will may be done by all men, as 
it is done in heaven; v. 10; that 
we are to make daily petitions 
for our daily bread; v. 11; that 
we are always to take the atti- 
tude of sinners before God, and 
to ask for forgiveness, as we for- 


ive those who have in any way 


injured us; v. 12; that we must 


beseech God not to lead us into 
temptation, but to deliver us 
from evil of every kind; v. 13; 
that a forgiving disposition to- 
Wards those who have injured 
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us, will secure the forgiveness 
of our sins at the hands of God; 
v. 14; that they, who do not for- 
give their fellow-sinners, will 
not be forgiven by God; vy. 15; 
that, when the duty of fasting i is 
performed, all external marks of 
grief, which hypocrites put on 
from ostentation, should be care- 
fully avoided; v. 16; that they 
who seek the applause of men 
will have no other reward; that 
a contrary course is ever to be 
pursued, and the marks of cheer- 
fulness to be chosen, even when 
the soul is humbled before God 
on account of sin; v. 17; that 
God, who sees his servants and 
will reward them, is to be su- 
premely regarded in every reli- 
gious service; v. 18; that our 
hearts -should not be set upon 
amassing worldly treasures, 
which are perpetually exposed 
to be lost, in many ways in re- 
gard to which human foresight 
cannot effectually guard; v. 19; 
but that we should endeavor to 
amass treasures In heaven, where 
they will never be exposed to 
loss or diminution; v. 20; that 
our heart will be fixed upon our 
treasure, wherever it may be; v. 
21; that the eye is the avenue of 
light to the body; y. 22; that if, 
therefore, the eye be in good con- 
dition, the body will be supplied 
with light; but that, if the eye be 
defective, the body will be dark; 
v. 23; that if the very member, 
which was formed to cispel darks 
ness, become itself dark, the 
darkness of the body will be 
great indeed; that it 3s not pos- 
sible to serve two sovereign 
Lords, and that no man can be 
supremely devoted to Gad, and 
to the acquisition of worldly 
good at the same time; Vv. 24; 
that it is therefore wise not to be 
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anxioys with respect to the pre- 
servation of life by food and rai- 
ment; for He who gave life, the 
greater gift, will give food to sus- 
tain the life which he has given; 
and He who formed the human 
body will furnish raiment to 
clothe it; v. 25; that the fowls of 
the air, which make no provision 
for their future wants, are fed by 
our heavenly Father; v. 26; that 
ren, rational and immortal be- 
ings, are of much more conse- 
quence in the creation than these 
animals; that no man by anxiety 
can add to the height of his per- 
son;* v. 27; that we need not be 
anxious for raiment, as the same 
glorious being, who so gorgeous- 
ly arrays the herbage of the field 
notwithstanding its transitory na- 
ture, will not fail to clothe his 
rational offspring; v. 28—30; 
that they, who manifest the anxi- 
ety here forbidden, are distrust- 
ful, having no suitable confidence 
in God; v. 30; that all anxieties 
with respect to future supplies 
of food and raiment is wrong, 
and likens us to pagans, as God 
knows that we need these things; 
v. 31, 32; that we ought first to 
seek an interest in the everlasting 
kingdom of God, and the posses- 
sion of that righteousness which 
he requires, and all things neces- 
sary for our continuance on earth 
willbe superadded tothese spirit- 
ual blessings; v.83; and that it is 
wrong therefore, to be anxious, 
even for the morrow, as the 
cares of each day are sufficient 
for that day; v. 34. 

Among the vast’ number of 


*T here take this verse in the common 
acceptation, and according to our transla- 
tion; though there is great reason to be- 
lieve that it should be understood differ- 
ently. The reader is referred to Camp- 


bel?’s note on Luke xii, 25, where he will 
‘ind a valuable examination of the passage. 
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implied doctrines contained in 
this chapter the following de- 
serve particular notice: viz. that 
human applause is never a proper 
motive of action; v. 1; that se- 
cret prayer is the duty of all 
men; v. 6; that there are intelll- 
gent beings in heaven, who per- 
form the will of God perfectly; 
v. 10; that fasting is a duty; v. 
17; and that God exercises a 
perpetual and universal provi- 
dence over the animal, and veg- 
etable, as well as the intelligent 
creation; v. 26, 30, 33. 


Miscellaneous Remarks. 


If we thoroughly examine the 
manner in which our Savior 
treats the great ruling passion 
of mankind, a regard to human 
applause, we shall see a striking 
difference between his views 
and the views not only of men 
in general, but even of most of 
his professed followers. If it 
is unlawful to perform acts of 
charity for the sake of acquiring 
reputation, acts so salutary and 
so beneficent, I infer, that no 
actions whatever ought to be 
performed from a regard to rep- 
utation merely. Every duty 
should be done from a regard to 
the authority of God, and not 
for the sake of being seen, and 
honored by men. But how dif- 
ferently from this are children 
taught, by many professedly re- 
ligious parents. How often is 
the young and tender mind re- 
ferred to what men will say, and 
what they will think, as though 
the opinions of men were the 
standard ofall law, human and 
divine, and as though the ap- 
plause of men was the highest 
reward of virtue, and the noblest 
aim of an immortal being. Burt 
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what an insult is such a course 
of instruction to the Supreme 
Legislator, who has clearly ex- 
pressed his mind on the subject, 
and with whose decision the 
dictates of enlightened reason 
exactly coincide? What become 
of such phrases as a laudable 
ambition, an honest pride, and 
others like them, when compar- 
ed with our Savior’s instruction 
and example. Let children and 
others be told to do this, because 
it is right; to abstain from that, 
becuuse it is wrong; to practise 
a course of duty, because God 
has commanded it; to avoid sin, 
because God has forbidden it; 
and they will never want mo- 
tives sufficiently intelligible and 
powerful. QO, if Christian na- 
tions would cast away ¢o the 
moles and to the bats this miser- 
able idol, the applause of men, 
we might soon experience a 
wonderful improvement in the 
character of Christendom. 

The Lord’s prayer is the most 
wonderful composition ever 
committed to writing. Its sim- 
plicity, its dignity, its compre- 
hensiveness, its piety, its sulta- 
bleness to the wants of men, 
well deserve tlhe most attentive 
consideration. When I con- 
template the several parts of 
this admirable compend, I am 
convinced, that even infidels 
would acknowledge it to have 
proceeded from God, if their 
minds were not desperately 
blinded. When I hear a praver, 
in which there is no reference 
to the holiness, glory, and will 
of God, nor to the sinfulness 
and spiritual wants and dangers 
of men, I conclude at once that 
such a prayer is not suited to 
the state of man, and cannot 
have sprung from a mind imbu- 
ed with the genuine principles 


of the Christian religion. Yet 
such prayers are made. I have 
repeatedly heard them. Let the 
reader imagine prayers suited 
to the Socinian scheme, and he 
will have some conception of 
those to which I allude; though 
it is not probable he will make 
so low an estimate of what these 
prayers contain, as actually hear- 
ing them, would enable him to 
do. How great must be the 
difference between the prayers 
of Luther, Calvin, Hooker, Bax- 
ter, Hale, Edwards, Brainerd, 
and those of Socinus, Priestley, 
and Belshamf And which of 
these classes would most -re- 
semble the plain, obvious, un- 
sophisticated janguage of the 
New Testament? 

In the 22nd and 23rd verses, 
our Savior gives most impor- 
tant instruction by a happy des- 
cription of the dark and gloomy 
condition of a man, whose eye, 
the only medium of light, should 
be unfit to perform its office, and 
should thus become darkness it- 
self. By this simijitude he rep- 
resents the case of those, who 
are involved in error, whose first 
principles are wrong, and whose 
progress in moral and religious 
inquiries is like the groping of 
a blind man. Well might he 
say, How great must the dark- 
ness be! 

The word rendered masters, 
in the 24th yerse, is the same 
which is generally rendered 
Lord; and I could have wished 
ithad been so rendered here. 
The meaning of our Savior Is, 
evidently, that two Lords can- 
not possess the supreme author- 
ity at the same ume. If Jeho- 
vah is seryed, he is the Lord; 
it Mammon, the service is idol- 
alry, 

PHILALETHES. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN GREEN- 
WICH, (MASsS.) 


The following account was sent for pub- 


lieation by the Rev. JosspH Bioncer, 
pastor of the first church in Greenwich. 


THE compassionate Head of the 
Church manifested his gracious 
and special presence in my first 
labors among this people, in De- 
cember 1785. Immediately after 
my ordination, which took place 
in November 1786, there were 
sixteen persons, who gave such 
happy evidence of a change of 
heart, that they were admitted to 
Christian communion. We 
then enjoyed great harmony for 
about fifteen years, small addi- 
tions being made to the church, 
without any general attention to 
religion, till it pleased God, in 
the year 1802, to awaken sin- 
ners and enliven saints,in such 
a manner as to astonish all clas- 
ses of persons. The holy Sab- 
bath was a day wished for, and 
greatly delighted in. The Holy 
Comforter visited almost every 
house. Many were aroused 
from the slumbers of infidelity, 
and cheerfully engaged in the 
cause of Immanuel. Some, who 
were before tolerably easy with 
our connexion, now became in- 
censed, and joined the Univer- 
sulists. We had conferences 
and lectures very frequently, and 
most happily without irregulari- 
ties. Qur communion Sabbaths 
were refreshing indeed. Some 
individuals, who had been inclin- 
ing to join sectaries, were now 
drawn into ourfraternal embrace. 
Thus were we graciously pros- 
pered. From March to Decem- 


ber sixty three were received to 
communion, in a small parish of 
about eighty families. The sub- 
jects of the work were from the 
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age of 65 downto 1l. Some 
were under the most trying con- 
victions for several months; oth- 
ers buta few days. When re- 
lieved, they exulted in the doc- 
trines of grace and gave up 
their cavils against the Bible 
sentiments. At this happy sea- 
son, none were forward to pro- 
fess Christianity, till they were 
satisfied that they possessed love 
to God. The half-way scheme 
of covenanting for baptism now 
entirely ceased. There was a 
manifest change in the habits 
and customs of old and young. 
Idle visits and festive seasons 
were turned Into Occasions of 
speaking often one to another 
on the subject of religion. Balls 
were laid aside. The dancing 
master found no employment. 
Parents and children were en- 
caged in familiarizing the cate- 
chism to their minds, and in 
searching the Scriptures daily. 
Family prayer was more attend- 
ed to. We also had the pleas- 
ure to observe, that profane lan- 
guage, gambling, and tavern- 
haunting were less practised, 
There was scarcely a single 
house, where a pack of cards 
was kept. Sacred music was 
much cultivated; and our sea- 
sons of praising God wer? pleas- 
ant; eminently so on communion 
occasions. 

From this time of peculiar re- 
freshing, there were but smal] 
additions to the church till eight 
years afterwards; when it pleas- 
ed the Lord, in 1819, to cause a 
wonderful revival in Hardwick, 
a contiguous town. Many pre- 
cious drops of the shower re- 
joiced us. Thirty two persons 
gave such evidence of conver- 
sion, that they were admitted to 
the church, In general, the: 
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live according to their profes- 
sion. We have had but few apos- 
tasies. Yet we have had the dis- 
mal sight of beholding some, 
who lived and died in a state of 
opposition to such heavenly op- 
erations; and some who have 
been awakened and greatly a- 
roused, and appeared to be al- 
most fiersuaded to be Christians, 
have yet suak into the world, 
and given us reason to fear that 
they are ripening for eternal 
darkness. There are some, now 
aged, who have seen their chil- 
dren press into the kingdom, and 
yet remain unmoved themselves. 
On our communion occasions, 
they step aside as spectators. 
They see their companions, and 
their offspring partaking of the 
heavenly feast, but have no lot 
in this matter themselves. 

Since 1810, a very few are 
brought to realize their sinful 
condition. The serious dissen. 
sion in politics prevents an at- 
tention to the weightier matters. 
Yet where the Lord began a 
good work, he is carrying it on. 

We learn several things from 
these kind interpositions of 
Heaven. 

- When the Lord works, 
none can hinder him. The pow- 
ers of darkness are aroused, and 
many sinners are permitted to 
quench the Spirit, to their own 
confusion and final hardness; but 
the wordof Godaccomplishes that 
whereto he sends it, and, in his 
own time and manner, his _ chos- 
en are brought in. His peofile 
are made willing in the day of his 
foower. Many, who are deter- 
mined not to become subjects of 
the revival, are made eminent 
converts, powerfully confute 
gainsayers and opposers, and 
express great astonishment at 


their former madness and folly. 
The prince of darkness is busy 
at such times in sowing tures 
but a stronger than he often 
prevails. When the Lord adds 
to the church, the persons adid- 
ed are such as shall be saved. 

2. A revival of religion isa 
time of great refreshing to the 
ministers of Christ, and all loy- 
ers ofthe truth. Though the 
labors of ministers are great, yet 
they are abundantly compensat- 
ed by seeing the work of the 
Lord prospering, and the king- 
doms of Antichrist falling. 
They may at such an animating 
season, ascertain whether they 
have any oil in their laps; 
whether it is their meat and 
drink to do the will of God; 
whether they delight to feed the 
sheep and the lambs of the flock. 

Private Christians are also en- 
livened to prayer and religious 
conversation. They cherish ey- 
ery serious emotion, and are 
ready Instruments in the hands 
of the Almighty to assist the 
inquirer, and confute the gain- 
sayer. The more they see the 
powerful operations of God up- 
onthe hearts and consciences 
of sinners, the more they are 
humbled, and led to self-exam- 
ination, and to ascribe all the 
glory and praise to God. Every 
thing the lover of God is enabied 
to do for the upbuilding of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom increases 
his humility and enlarges his ca- 
pacity of enjoyment. 

3. The display of sovereign 
grace, which is observable in a 
revival, confirms Christians in 
the great and essential doctrines 
of the Bible. From a sense of 
the total depravity of the human 
heart, we learn the necessity of 
regeneration, and that the Sove- 
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reign Spirit createsanew. Where 
he begins such a glorious work in 
ihe soul, he will continue it to the 
final decision. The new-born 
subjects are delighted with those 
sacred truths,whichthey abhorred 
while in a state of ‘impenitency. 
They are now assured, that God 
has mercy on whom he will have 
mercys and that he has a right to 
leave in hardness whom he will; 
that his holy and perfect will is 
the law of the universe, and his 
electing love the encouragement 
of fallen creatures. They a- 
dere God on account of his hav- 
ing ordained a number to eter- 
nal life; and they rejoice while 
they realize the consistency of 
the Divine decrees and free a- 
eency in the creature. They 
tind themselves to be free in- 
deed, and that none are bond- 
slaves but the servants of sin. 
We find those who are brought 
into the kingdom, at such joyful 
seasons, firm against the great 
errors and heresies which assail 
the Church. 

4. We find, that great peace 
and solid rest are the result of 
such refreshing seasons. [here 
is an engagedness to live in 
Gospel purity, and keep up 
orotherly discipline, and stand in 
the light and strength of the 
Redeemer. When the building 
is upon the Rock, it is secure 
from falling, let the floods of 
atheism and infidelity be ever so 
taging. Although the mass of 
the nation are in pursuit of van- 
itles, the saints of the Most 
High shall receive the kingdom 
and possess it for ever, even for 
ever andever. Zhere remaineth 


z rest for the freofile of God. 
While the hostile: and the vie- 
Vor IX. 
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lent are rushing on to vexation 
and a final overthrow, the peace- 
makers are advancing to the 
heavenly Canaan. 

5. We learn where is_ the 
source of all rejoicing, and the one 
ly sufficient aid. In such times of 
revival as have been described, 
the ministers of Christ have their 
minds deeply impressed with a 
sense of entire dependence on 
God, while they are tull of de- 
light, have many joyful hours, 
and realize the importance of 
diligent exertion in feeding the 
sheep and the lambs. When 
they feel less than the least of 
all saints, they find they can do 
all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth them. Their 
minds are more and more wean- 
ed from worldly concerns; they 
look forward to the great con- 
summation, and humbly plead 
with God for assistance, that 
they may acquit themselves as 
faithiul stewards of the myste- 
ries of God. They see the im- 
portance of a life of prayer, and 
familiarity with the Scriptures. 
Thev strive to enjoy the friend- 
ship of Christ, and to have some 
happy understanding of the great 
truths of revelation. All who 
come out boldly in the cause of 
God, exhibit true love and per- 
severing faithfulness, and in this 
time of revolutiens, are more 
and more confirmed in the di- 
vine origin of the Bible, and re- 
joice that Jehovah rules over all; 
knowing that he will bring 
down the haughty uncircumcis- 
ed, exalt the humble, and cause 
the righteous to shine as the 
sun inthe kingdom of their Fa- 
ther. 








: 
! 
i? 


64 Revival of Religion in Greenwich. ( Mass. ) Jury, 


live according to their profes- 
sion. We have had but few apos- 
tasies. Yet we have had the dis- 
mal sight of beholding some, 
who lived and died in a state of 
opposition to such heavenly op- 
erations; and some who have 
been awakened and greatly a- 
roused, and appeared to be al- 
most fiersuaded to be Christians, 
have yet suak into the world, 
and given us reason to fear that 
they are ripening for eternal 
darkness. There are some, now 
aged, who have seen their chil- 
dren press into the kingdom, and 
yet remain unmoved themselves. 
On our communion occasions, 
they step aside as spectators. 
They see their companions, and 
their offspring partaking of the 
heavenly feast, but have no lot 
in this matter themselves. 

Since 1810, a very few are 
brought to realize their sinful 
condition. The serious dissen- 
sion in politics prevents an at- 
tention to the weightier matters. 
Yet where the Lord began a 
good work, he is carrying it on. 

We learn several things from 
these kind interpositions of 
Heaven. 

. When the Lord works, 
none can hinder him. The pow- 
ers of darkness are aroused, and 
many sinners are permitted to 
quench the Spirit, to their own 
confusion and final hardness; but 
the wordof Godaccomplishes that 
whereto he sends it, and, in his 
own time and manner, his chos- 
en are brought in. His peofile 
are made willing in the day of his 
foower. Many, who are deter- 
mined not to become subjects of 
the revival, are made eminent 
converts, powerfully confute 
gainsayers and opposers, and 
express great astonishment at 


their former madness and folly. 
The prince of darkness is busy 
at such times in sowing tares 
but a stronger than he often 
prevails. When the Lord adds 
to the church, the persons add- 
ed are such as shall be saved. 

2. A revival of religion isa 
time of great refreshing to the 
ministers of Christ, and all loy- 
ers ofthe truth. Though the 
labors of ministers are great, yet 
they are abundantly compensat- 
ed by seeing the work of the 
Lord prospering, and the king- 
doms of Antichrist failing. 
They may at such an animating 
season, ascertain whether they 
have any oil in their laips; 
whether it is their meat and 
drink to do the will of God; 
whether they delight to feed the 
sheep and the lambs of the flock. 

Private Christians are also en- 
livened to prayer and religious 
conversation. They cherish ev- 
ery serious emotion, and are 
ready instruments in the hands 
of the Almighty to assist the 
inquirer, and confute the gain- 
sayer. The more they see the 
powerful operations of God up- 
onthe hearts and consciences 
of sinners, the more they are 
humbled, and led to self-exam- 
ination, and to ascribe all the 
glory and praise to God. Every 
thing the lover of God is enabied 
to do for the upbuilding of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom increases 
his humility and enlarges his ca- 
pacity of enjoyment. 

3. The display of sovereign 
grace, which is observable ina 
revival, confirms Christians in 
the great and essential doctrines 
of the Bible. From a sense of 
the total depravity of the human 
heart, we learn the necessity of 
regeneration, and that the Soye- 
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reign Spiritcreatesanew. Where 
he begins such a glorious work in 
ihe soul, he will continue it to the 
final decision. The new-born 
subjects are delighted with those 
sacred truths,whichthey abhorred 
while in a state of ‘impenitency. 
They are now assured, that God 
has mercy on whom he will. have 
mercys and that he has a right to 
leave in hardness whom he will; 
that his holy and perfect will is 
the law of the universe, and his 
electing love the encouragement 
of fallen creatures. They a- 
dore God on account of his hav- 
ing ordained a number to eter- 
nal life; and they rejoice while 
they realize the consistency of 
the Divine decrees and free a- 
eency in the creature. They 
tind themselves to be free in- 
deed, and that none are bond- 
slaves but the servants of sin. 
We find those who are brought 
into the kingdom, at such joyful 
seasons, firm against the great 
errors and heresies which assail 
the Church. 

4. We find, that great peace 
and solid rest are the result of 
such refreshing seasons. There 
'3 an engagedness to live in 
Gospel purity, and keep up 
protherly discipline, and stand in 
the light and strength of the 
Redeemer. When the building 
is upon the Rock, it is secure 
from falling, let the floods of 
atheism and infidelity be ever so 
taging. Although the mass of 
the nation are in pursuit of van- 
ities, the saints of the Most 
High shall receive the kingdom 
and possess it for ever, even for 
ever andeyer. Zhere remaineth 


2 rest for the freofile of God. 
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lent are rushing on to vexation 
and a final overthrow, the peace- 
makers are advancing to the 
heavenly Canaan. 

5. We learn where is_ the 
source of all rejoicing, and the one 
ly sufficient aid. In such times of 
revival as have been described, 
the ministers of Christ have their 
minds deeply impressed with a 
sense of entire dependence on 
God, while they are full of de- 
lighs, have many joyful hours, 
and realize the importance of 
diligent exertion in feeding the 
sheep and the lambs. When 
they feel less than the least of 
all saints, they find they can do 
all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth them. Their 
minds are more and more wean- 
ed from worldly concerns; they 
look forward to the great con- 
summation, and humbly plead 
with God for assistance, that 
they may acquit themselves as 
faithful stewards of the myste- 
ries of God. They see the im- 
portance of a life of prayer, and 
familiarity with the Scriptures, 
Thev strive to enjoy the friend- 
ship of Christ, and to have some 
happy understanding of the great 
truths of revelation. All who 
come out boldly in the cause of 
God, exhibit true love and per- 
severing faithfulness, and in this 
time of revolutiens, are more 
and more confirmed in the di- 
vine origin of the Bible, and re- 
joice that Jehovah rules over all; 
knowing that he will bring 
down the haughty uncircumcis- 
ed, exalt the humble, and cause 
the righteous to shine as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Fa- 
ther. 
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THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF 
MRS. E. H. EXTRACTED FROM 
HER DIARY. 


( Continued from p. 21._) 


“Fen. 6, 1725. Iwas this even- 
ing in a dull frame, and under 
temptation to neglect secret 
prayer; which temptation I over- 
came. In the time of duty, I 
was led to a sense of my miser- 
able estate by nature, which 
wrought in me an earnest de- 
sire after Christ, and led me to 
seek a discovery of him, by 
faith, in his excellency and glo- 
ry, and as my Savior. I was 
earnest in prayer that he would 
shew me his glory, and that he 
would dwell in my soul and pos- 
sess it with the gilts and graces 
of his Holy Spirit. And here I 
was particular for the grace of 
faith; for that faith whereby I 
may see spiritual things, which 
are spiritually discerned; and 
also for that faith whereby I may 
venture my soul upon Christ, 
and trust in him for all things; 
for the grace of leve, repentance, 
and new obedience; for the 
grace of thankfulness and holy 
joy; for the gift of an enlarged 
heart, an elevated spirit, and fix- 
ed thought in contemplation; for 
the gift of self-government, for 
the gift of knowledge, and wis- 
dom, and prudence; for the love 
and goodness, which come down 
from above; for that pleasantness 
in conversation which may ren- 
der me a blessing; for dexterity 
and ingenuity in business— 
“Feb. 10, It is now a good 


time with me, and 1 have much 
of °God’s presence compared 
with what I used to have. lL have 
outward afflictions, but inward 
consolations, biessed be God. 
Rouse up, O my soul, and con- 
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sider what infinite obligations 
thou art laid under by these 
things. Shall the infinite God 
be present with a worm? Shall a 
Being of all possible perfection 
converse with a vile sinful crea- 
ture, and hear, answer, and com- 
fort dust and ashes? And wilt 
thou not be careful in all things 
to please Him? Wilt thou affront 
his holiness by sinning against 
him; his goodness by ingrati- 
tude; his majesty by contempt? 
Or wilt thou not rather endeavor 
to walk before him to all well 
pleasing; before him, who is the 
God and Giver of all thy mer- 
cics? O Lord, I come unto thee, 
my strength and my Redeemer, 
in whom all fulness dwells, for 
grace whereby I may walk an- 
swerable to thy just expecta- 
tions. Fill me with a spirit of 
holiness, so that I may walk be- 
fore God with fear and rever- 
ence, with new obedience and 
holy joy; with a spirit of good- 
ness, so that I may be a blessing 
to my fellow-creatures. 

“Feb. 27. God has been pleas- 
ed lately to withdraw from me 
much of his comforting pres- 
ence. Though I have had as- 
sistance in duty, and some more 
than ordinary discoveries, yet I 
find not that confidence towards 
God, which I used to find; 
neither can I with that assurance 
comfort myself that his power, 
goodness, and wisdom are en- 
gaged for me; (a supporting 
consideration which has yielded 
me much quietness,) I feel an 
uneasiness and vacancy in my 
mind, which excite my desires 
after the Lord’s supper, that I 
may receive a sealed pardon for 
all my sins, and especially for 
the fore-mentioned want of con- 
fidence; that I may not only be 
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forgiven but also washed and 
cleansed in the biood of Christ; 
that I may have assurance of my 
reconciliation to God, and of his 
manifestations to my soul, in and 
through the Beloved. O Lord, 
strengthen my faith, and help 
me to believe that I have an in- 
terest in thy salvation, though [ 
am a vile, sinful creature. Bles- 
sed be thy name for what thou 
hast done for me, and for what 
of thy presence I enjoy at this 
time. Of myself I can do noth- 
ing; but I can do all things 
through Christ strengthening 
me. Blessed be thy name, that 
while I am yet speaking, thou 
answerest; and while Iam mu- 
sing, the fire burneth. This is 
not of myself, O Lord; it is thy 
gift. Astonishing are thy grace 
and condescension,Lord,that thou 
shouldest hearken to a worm of 
the dust, a vile sinner; that thou 
shouldest speak peace to my 
soul. O, let me not return again 
to folly. 

“March 14. I have been un- 
der much distress and difficulty 
bv reason of outward trouble, 
(except at intervals,) for above 
this week; but have been this 
day much helped against it. 
God has been pleased this day 
to comfort me with his presence, 

lessed be his name. 

“21. lL have been in a discon- 
solate frame this week, though I 
have several times been relieved 
and composed, and especially 
this morning, in reading Mr. 
Samuel Mather’s Gospel of the 
Incense, and the Golden Altar in 
the Holy of Holies; in treating 
whereof it was laid down, that 
whatever troubles we meet with 
from the world, Christ speaks 
well ofus to the Father. It was 
iurther asserted, that we may 
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know that Christ prays for us by 
two things: first, if we have a 
heart to pray for ourselves; and 
secondly, if we prize the inter- 
cession of Christ. This yielded 
ed me much consolation and 
strength of faith with respect to 
my prayers. I hoped they were 
incense offered upon the golden 
altar, which would be accepted. 
I felt assured, that I should have 
divine direction and influence. 

“23. This evening I have 
been assisted in secret prayer, 
and enabled to look to the Cap- 
tain of our salvation to fight my 
battles for me against my great 
adversary, who is much molest- 
ing me with dark and meJancho- 
ly representations. 

“Ap. 10. Tam weak in prayer, 
and brought more to prize Christ 
as my Advocate. Though I am 
weak, He is strong, and as a 
Prince prevaileth with God. I 
hope I have left my petition with 
Him, and hope in the free good- 
ness of God, that He will under- 
take for me. 

“12. I was comforted by read- 
ing Dr. Goodwin’s Child of 
Light walking in Darkness; es- 
pecially that part of it, entitled 
the return of prayers. 

“22. I have opened my case 
this day to my father, and have 
been much refreshed by what he 
thereupon said to me. Soon 
atter, observing a black cloud 
arise in the heavens, it put me 
in mind of the day of judgment. 
Those words came to me: Be- 
hold he cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him: Upon 
which I found an inward joy; and 
my heart was ready to leap, at 
the thought of Christ’s coming 
to judgment, and my ascending 
to meet the Lord in the air. 

“May'23. Upon reading Mr 
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Morgan’s book uponthese words, 
We weft, when we remembered 
Zion; 1 was earnest with God in 
prayer for his church and peo- 
ple; and I was especially en- 
larged for those in a distant part 
of the country, whose sorrowful 
state had been laid before me in 
that bodk. I was filled with de- 
sires to help them. 

“31. IT was enlarged in prayer 
for the whole assembly of God’s 
worshippers, (it being the Sab- 
bath,) that he would grant them 
his presence and the communi- 
cation of his grace, that their 
fellowship might be with the 
Father and his son Jesus Christ; 
but especially that he would 
pour down his Spirit upon his 
ministers, that he would take 
them up into the mount, and 
speak to them that they might 
speak to the people. , 

“June 3. Much profited by 
reading the Epistles of St. John. 

“July 11. Was much refresh- 
ed by reading Dr. Manton on 
Psalm cxix, 114; Zhou art my 
hiding filace and my shield; I 
hope in thy word. 

“30. Iwas this morning as- 
sisted in secret prayer. God 
drew near to me_ I was loath 
to leave the duty, insomuch that 
I could freely have continued 
all day in it. | 

“Aug. i. I have had vester- 
day and to-day a great sense of 
the worth of God’s favor and 
earnest desires after it. 

“2. God drew near to me in 
the morning and the former part 
of the day, (it being the Sabbath,) 
in a more than ordinary degree; 
and, in the afternoon, I had such 
tarnest desires after holiness, 
and, by and by, such a discovery 
of Christ, as I have not had these 
yen yearss nor, indeed, did I ey- 
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er expect to have been so happy 
in this world. I thought I was 
willing to die, and could rejoice 
in my departure; but felt desir- 
ous to live, if 1 might glorify 
God, and live a holy life. I sat 
under Christ’s shadow with great 
delight. My soul began to live, 
when she saw her Beloved; and, 
when she got neat Him, I dis- 
solved into tears too many to be 
concealed. The meditation of his 
excellency, as I came home, was 
precious to me; and so was se- 
cret prayer afterwards, though 
not in so high a degree. 

“6. God has been present 
with me ever since the Sabbath, 
in such a manner as to make the 
duties of religion pleasant to me, 
though not in such a degreeas } 
could desire. I am now enter- 
ed upon another year, (it being 
my birth day;) may I begin it 
with God, and live more to his 
glory and have more communion 
with Him, than ever heretofore. 
Many have been the mercies, 
and much the perplexity of the 
year past. I have had more 
affliction, and more communion 
with God, than tor a great while 
before. J would be encouraged 
thereby to devote myself to his 
fear continually, and especially 
for the year ensuing. May [ 
bring forth much fruit unto God, 
and do much service for my 
gcneration, and be made comely 
through his excellency which he 
shall put upon me; earnestly de- 
siring that ke would mortily all 
sin in me, and help me to live 
according to his commandment 
which is exceeding broad. 

“9. I have God’s presence 
this morning. I had it in sucha 
manner yesterday, that I know 
not how to express. God seem- 
ed to be as really with me, as any 
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person is, with whom I con- 
verse. It made me very happy 
while the season lasted. I find 
there is true and solid happiness 
in drawing near to God. They, 
who have his presence, want no 
good thing. How happy a time 
is it with me! I see something 
of God wherever I turn my eye. 

“10. This morning in secret 
prayer I had a comfortable ap- 
prehension, that God was my 
Father, and of the great blessed- 
ness of being his child. Also 
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considerable hopes concerning 
the answer of my prayers. 

“20. I have had God’s pres- 
ence with me this morning in 
secret duties of his worship, and 
considefable enlargement in 
prayer; especially when I came 
to speak of God’s goodness and 
bounty, and the titles whereby 
he was pleased to exhibit him- 
self to his people, as God, King, 
Father, Fiiend, Husband, and 
Brother.” 

(To be continued. ) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ADVICE TO PARENTS. 


Tue following reflections were 
occasioned by the unexpected 
death of a daughter aged 13, 
whose parents had not taught 
her the things of religion, and 
whose mother was, on that ac- 
count, greatly distressed. 

Parents, you have a sacred 
trust committed to you; a trust 
of infinite moment. You are the 
guardians of more souls than 
one. The children, which God 
hath given you, He hath put un- 
der your care, and you are to de- 
vote them to him—o ¢rain them 
ufi in the way in which they 
shoudd go. Spare no pains, and 
neglect no opportunities, to 
teach them what they mast 
know of God and the way of sal- 
vation. 

At present you are busy, no 
doubt, in providing for their 
temporal wants,seldom thinking, 
perhaps, that they may be taken 
sick and die. The necessity of 


religion you do not deny; but 
worldly cares engross your at- 
‘fention, so that you do not cate- 


chise and instruct your children 
in religion, nor pray with them. 
But you have some hope that it 
will not always be so. When 
this thing is done, and that plan 
completed, you intend to be 
more diligent in affairs of higher 
consequence. 

But suppose death should step 
in between you and your good 
intentions! How then are your 
most important duties to be per- 
formed? and what then is to be- 
come of the precious seuls of 
your offspring? It is your duty 
to provide moderately for their 
temporal subsistence, but if you 
do no more than this, you do no 
more than is done by the beasts 
of the field, and the fowls of the 
air: for they provide food for 
their young. 

Suppose you should provide 
largely for your children; sup- 
pose you should leave them 
wealthy; yet, if you leave them 
not the blessing of God, what 
will wealth avail them? What if 
they are clothed in fiurpfile and 
Jine linen, and fare sumptuously 
every day, if they have all their 
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rood things in this world, and 
are to be tormenied hereafter, 
for ever and ever? Miserable 
riches, alas! which may ruin 
their souls, and increase your 
own condemnation! 

I beseech -you, therefore, 
fathers and mothers, to think 
seriously on these things. How 
soon God will call you and your 
children into eternity, you know 
not. At the funerals of their 
children, I have known parents 
in deep distress and agitation of 
mind, because they had not 
taught them the things of reli- 
gion. *Q,” said the mother al- 
juded to, *O, that I had taught 
my daughter the being of a 
God! QO, that I had not put off, 
and put off, teaching her to be 
religious! I am to blame; my 
conscience condemns me! O,I 
have neglected her soul for her 
body! How unfaithful a parent 
[ have been to her soul!” 

Let parents, from these reflec- 
tions, take advice. Lose not the 
present time to bring up your 
children in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. Acquaint 
them with the Bible. Pray with 
them in your families, and for 
them in your closets. Neither 
speak, nor do, any thing unbe- 
coming the character of Chris- 
tians indeed. Let them see that 
you love the Savicr—delight in 
religion—fear to offend God— 
and draw your sweetest consola- 
tions from his word. Show them, 
that your great concern is, to 
have them become pious, and fit 
to die, whenever death shall call 
them hence. So teach them 
daily, and so walk before them, 
that if they should die young, 
you may have no cause to lament, 
and condemn yourselves, after 
‘hey are dead and gone, because 
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you put off teaching them the 
things of eternity, till it was too 
late. Be holy yourselves; and 
be faithful to their souls. 

E. S. 


For the Panoplist. 


THOUGHTS ON THE IMPORTANCE 
OF A LIBERAL EDUCATION TO 
A MINISTER. 


In my remarks upon this sub- 
ject, [do not intend to dispar- 
age, in the least, the worth of 
those men, who have raised 
themselves to eminence and use- 
fulness without the advantages 
of a public education. Iam well 
aware, that genius, diligence, 
and ardent piety, have often 
brought men forward from ob- 
scurity, and made them exten- 
Sive blessings to the Church. 
The excellent John Newton is a 
distinguished example of this 
kind. That such persons might 
have been more useful, if they 
had been blessed with an early 
and liberal education, will hard- 
ly admit of a rational doubt. 
They furnish no solid objection, 
therefore, to the general utility 
of such an education. 

] shall not stop to descant 
upon the general respectability 
and influence of character, 
which necessarily attach them- 
selves toa liberal education; nor 
shall 1 dwell upon the impor- 
tance of this respectability and 
influence to a minister. These 
topics were handled by one of 
your correspondents in a late 
number. 

It is obvious to a man who has 
been favored with a liberal edu- 
cation, that it possesses many 
advantages which are felt and 
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experienced in active life, but 
which can hardly be set forth, in 
their true colors and full impor- 
tance, upon paper. They must 
be seen and felt, in order to be 
known. I shall content myself 
with mentioning only three of a 
more obvious nature. 

. A liberal education intro- 
duces one to an acquaintance 
with literary characters and lit- 
eraty pursuits. The connexion, 
which each student at a public 
seminary forms with other stu- 
dents, with whom it may be his 
lot to co-operate in future life, 
must be of lasting benetit. It 
afferds him an opportunity of 
learning their talents, their ac- 
quirements, and their disposi- 
tions; and to commence and ce- 
ment a durable friendship with 
such as he may deem worthy of 
his confidence. It also affords 
him an opportunity of determin- 
ing his own powers and acqui- 
sitions, and the rank which he is 
capable of holding. If he is 
modest and retiring, and prone 
to undervalue his own abilities, 
it will give him courage and 
confidence in himself, and create 
a decision of character, which he 
could not attain in private. If, 
on the other hafid, he is bo}d and 
assuming, and apt to overrate 
his relative importance, the fre- 
quent disappointments and mor- 
tifications that he will meet with, 
by seeing others, of far less 
pretensions than himself, out- 
strip him in his studies, and 
leave him in the back ground, 
will have a salutary influence on 
his character, in lessening his 
vanity and self-conceit, check- 
ing his forwardness, and prompt- 
ing him to more vigorous efforts 
in the pursuit of sound learning. 
He will also become acquainted 
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with the best writers both in our 
own, and in the learned lan- 
guages. Such an acquaintance, 
while it polishes his style, re- 
fines his taste, and increases his 
stock of knowledge, will teach 
him a lesson of modesty and dil- 
igence, which he will not soon 
forget. Jt will pretty effectually 
cure him of those pedaniie hab- 
its and feelings, which we often 
see so disgustingly displayed, by 
professional men of private edu- 
cation, and slender acquire- 
ments. 

2. Scientific pursuits expand 
and discipline the mind. They 
train it to sober thought and pa- 
tient investigation; sharpen and 
invigorate the discernment; and 
impart, at the same time, a 
stronger love of truth and a 
greater power of discovering it. 

The science of mathematics is 
rather dry and laborious, and 
will be pursued, by most minds, 
to but avery small extent, ex- 
cept as a classical exercise. 
But its salutary effects are great 
and permanent. It induces a 
habit of fixing the undivided at- 
tention upon a subject, and pur- 
suing it, with patience and assi- 
duity, dill the truth is elicited. 

It gives a strong and mascu- 
line tone to the intellect; and 
a clearness, precision, and force 
to the expression, which would 
not otherwise be attained, It 
prepares the mind for a more 
ready and accurate discrimina- 
tion between sophistry and sound 
reasoning, and doubly repays the 
labor of a few months by the 
rich harvest of truth which it 
eventually yields. 


‘The other sciences, usually 


taught at our colleges, are more 
inviting, as they are less labori- 
ous and productiye ef morg 
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immediate gratification; © and 
some of them have a no less 
beneficial effect upon the mind 
of a Christian. Astronomy and 
natural philosophy are branches 
of learning which eminently 
tend to enlarge and ennoble the 
mind, and léad to sublime and 
grateful contemplations of the 
great Author of nature. But, to 
pursue them to effect, requires 
able instructors, and a costly ap- 
paratus; and these means are 
to be found only in our public 
seminaries. 

3. In these days of bold and ad- 
venturous speculation upon the 
great truths of revelation, it is 
of immense importance to the 
theologian thoroughly to under- 
stand the correct mode of phi- 
losophizing. This I apprehend 
to be one of the principal advan- 
tages of a liberal education. 

The present age is fitly char- 
acterized, as “the age of reason- 
ing pride;” and the evangelical 
minister must expect to have 
his faith assailed by the subtle- 
ties of ‘philosophy falsely so call- 
ed.’ He cannot fail to meet with 
objections to the great mysteries 
of the Bible; objections which 
assume an aspect of plausibility; 
and which, if he is not sufficient- 
ly acquainted with philosophy to 
understand its province and the 
legitimate principles upon which 
it proceeds, will at least perplex 
and distress his mind, if they do 
not force him to abandon the 
truth. Itis true, that men of 
great learning and talents, may 
embrace and propagate error; 
and, through their heart-felt ha- 
tred of the truth, may wrest the 
Scriptures to their own destruc- 
tion. Still it is a fact, that a pi- 
ous mind, well imbued with 
sound science, is doubly armed 


against the assaults of heresy. 
An appeal to facts will justify 
this assertion. Look abroad up- 
on the Church in our days, and 
say, who have made shipwreck 
of the faith? The Church must 
learn wisdom from the things 
that she suffers, and be cautious 
how she encourages men_ to 
come forward as defenders of 
the faith and instructors in relig- 
ion, who are not thoroughly qual- 
ified for the discharge of so im- 
portant and responsible an office. 
She must not “lay careless hands 
on skulls that cannot teach, and 
will not learn.” 

Religion does not shrink from 
the closest scrutiny. Its pecul- 
iar doctrines will stand the most 
fiery ordeal. Philosophy is the 
handmaid of religion and not its 
subverter; and the more the 
mind of the Christian is enlarg- 
ed and strengthened by scientific 
pursuits, the better is he fitted 
to understand, believe, and de- 
fend the truths of the Bible. 
When he has once seen and felt 
the difficulties and seeming con- 
tradictions that attend even the 
demonstrative sciences, he will 
not be stumbled with those which 
meet him in theology. When 
he has explored the regions of 
philosophy, till he is lost in the 
boundless contemplation of the 
works of God, and is brought te 
feel the narrowness of his own 
powers, and their incompetency 
tully to understand the smallest 
part of the natural world, he will 
feelingly exclaim, 

“‘What does philosophy impart to maw 

But undiscovered wonders? Let her soar 

Even to her proudest heights—to where 
she caught 

The soul of Newton and of Socrates, 

She but extends the scope of wild amaze 

And admiration. Ali her lessons end 


In wider views of God's unfathomal'¢ 
depths,” 
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He will no longer think of urg- 
ing philosophical objections a- 
gainst the profound truths of ho- 
jy writ; will be content to follow 
Boyle, and Edwards, and Hors- 
fey, those prodigies of intellect, 
in afull and implicit belief of 
whatever the Scriptures teach, 
and in humble adoration of that 
Being, who has vouchsafed to 
reveal himself to sinful man. 
PHILOMATHETES. 


For the Panoplist. 
QN RELIGIOUS CONFERENCES. 


By a religious conference I 
intend a meeting of religious 
persons, in some degree anxious 
on the subject of religion, for 
the purpose of uniting in prayer, 
of reading the Scriptures, of 
singing praises to God, and of 
conversing upon religious sub- 
jects. The name of the meet- 
ing has reference to the last of 
these exercises, though it is usu- 
al to engage in the three former 
likewise. 

Meetings of this kind have 
existed, in every period of the 
Church, wherever a_ sufficient 
number of persons in a neigh- 
borhood have been in any con- 
siderable degree awakened toa 
just sense of religion. And 
they always will thus exist. It 
is not within the power of man 
to prevent them, by ridicule, 
sophistry, calumny, or violence. 
When it was death to profess 
Christianity under the emperor 
Trajan, even then the faithful 
met at dead of night, and sung 
hymns to Christ as God; in oth- 
er words, they held precisely 
such meetings as are now Called 


conferences. During the dark 
Vor. IX. 
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ages of the Church, the Wal- 
denses and Albigenses met 1n 
the same manner at the hazard 
of their lives. The odious and 
tyrannical Conventicle and five 
Mile Acts were never able ef- 
fectually to suppress similar 
meetings in England; Actes 
which, though they have not 
been rigidly enforced of late, 
were last year, to the joy of eve- 
ry liberal minded man, blotted 
from the English statute book. 
In this country, the scoffs, sneers, 
calumnies, and misrepresenta- 
tions of the profane, have been 
liberally bestowed upon every 
species of religious conferences. 
These meetings have also in- 
curred the disapprobation of the 
formal, of the enemies of vital 
piety, and of some serious Chris- 
tians, who have been kept in ig- 
norance on the subject. But 
this opposition has never been 
sufficient to fut down the pre- 
tended evil; nor is there the 
least reason to apprehend it ever 
will be. 

I shall now state a few plain 
obvious arguments to show, that 
religious conferences are incal- 
culably useful; that they can 
never be prevented, where there 
is much active piety; and that 
they ought to be esteemed as 
among the choicest gifts, which 
Christ has bestowed upon his 
Church. . 

1. Man is a social being, and 
all his more elevated enjoyments 
are ofa social character. This 
will not be disputed for a mo- 
ment. Most especially is relig- 
ion an enjoyment of the social 
kind. Love isin its very na- 
ture social; and every way in 
which Jove is brought into ac- 
tlon, and manifested to the 


world, must partake of the social 
i@ 
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character. The enjoyments of 
the heavenly state are repre- 
sented as in the highest degree 
social. 

Now the utility of conferences 
is founded altogether upon this 
principle. If religion is social 
in its nature, it is to be enjoyed 
in every practicable social man- 
ner. It is to be cultivated in 
the great assembly on the Lord’s 
Day; in smaller assemblies of 
friends and acquaintances; in 
the family circle; and with the 
bosom companion. He who un- 
dertakes to prevent the enjoy- 
ment of religion in the social 
circle, whatever he may pretend, 
actually makes war upen relig- 
ion Conferences are eminently 
and peculiarly social. Different 
persons express their minds; 
different persons engage in pray- 
er; the observations of one are 
often the means of leading oth- 
ers into a new train of thought; 
attention is kept awake; the fire 
of the more ardent is communi- 
cated to the more lukewarm; the 
caution of the more prudent is 
insensibly imparted to the more 
adventurous. In all these ways 
good is done. 

There is a class of men, who 
represent all religious conyer- 
sation as hypocritical grimace, 
as the improper obtrusion of too 
sacred a subject, as mere dis- 
gusting cant. Yet these same 
persons are loud in praise of so- 
cial enjoyments, and speak in 
raptures of those among their 
friends who are eminent for their 
social qualities. Are they aware 
of the dilemma into which they 
fall? They must either confess, 
that religion is a thing to be 
most carefully concealed, as 
though it were shameful and 
odious; or that 


themselves 
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have no taste for it and take no 
pleasure in it. The latter alter- 
native doubtless is true; for itis 
a certain fact, that a man, whois 
not capable of relishing relig- 
ious conversation, is not capable 
of enjoying religion at all. And 
he who would banish religion 
from conversation, would banish 
it from the world, if consistent 
with himself. 

2. Religious conferences are 
the means of increasing religious 
knowledge with very great ra- 
pidity. Of this fact every per- 
son must be convinced, who has 
attended them; especially in a 
revival of religion. The reason 
is obvious. Men always gain 
knowledge on any subject, when, 
in addition to the public formal 
means of instruction, they en- 
gage in mutually instructin 
each other. ButI shall be ask- 
ed, if I would advise private 
Christians to undertake the of- 
fice of instructing in religion? 
This question will be answered 
in the following observations. 

Interesting conversation always 
conveys instruction; that is, 
it either communicates new 
thoughts, or more deeply im- 
presses truths before known. 
To urge men, therefore, so to 
converse together, as that their 
conversation may be mutually in- 
structive, is by no means to 
countenance their assuming the 
office of public instructors. Let 
religious persons learn wisdom 
by the conduct of men in relation 
to other subjects.. It is found by 
experience, for instance, that 
children at school never learn so 
fast, as when employed in in- 
structing their schoolmates. The 
great secret of the Lancasterian 
improvement Consists in making 
children teach each other. Stu- 
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dents at college never gain 
knowledge so fast as when their 
leisure hours are employed in 
conversing on their studies. Sol- 
diers never learn the art of war 
so rapidly as when alternately 
engaged in drilling each other. 
It is said, that Bonaparte has al- 
ways encouraged his soldiers not 
only to instruct each other, but 
to form and express their opin- 
ions, in all the variety of circum- 
stances which a campaign pro- 
duces, as’ to the best course of 
future operations. The advan- 
tage which he derives from such 
a practice is immense; as every 
soldier feels the value of bis own 
exertions, understands what is 
intended by each movement, and 
thus performs his duty with 
amazing celerity. If 





“The legate of the skies —— 
-——arm’d himself in panoply complete 
Of heav’nly temper, furnishes with arms 
Bright as his own, and trains, by ev’ry rule 
Of holy discipline, to glorious war, 

The sacramental host of God’s elect;” 


We may certainly urge the 
individuals, who compose this 
“host,” to exercise themselves 
in the use of those arms with 
which they are furnished, and to 
profit by the attainments and ex- 
perience of each other. They 
who represent religious confer- 
ence as an unsuitable and inju- 
rious thing, are either ignorant 
of the most common principles 
of human nature, or utterly hos- 
tile to the progress of religious 
knowledge. What would be 
thought of a person at the head 
of a literary institution, who 
should thus address his pupils: 
“Young gentlemen, I, and your 
other instructors, will take care 
to instruct you ‘in the studies 
whith yeu are pursuing. Be 
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careful to say nothing to each 
other in relation to them, as you 
may fall into mistakes. Above 
all, abstain from meddling with 
those societies, in which your 
studies are made the subjects of 
discussion, and each one is ex- 
pected totakea part. You must 
not form such societies; and, if 
you already belong to any, you 
must abandon them.” What 
would be thought of a general, 
who should caution his soldiers 
against encouraging each other 
to the battle, or perfecting each 
other in military discipline? 
Who should tell them that he 
would take all the care of the 
campaign upon himself, and that 
he did not wish to have them 
stimulate each other to heroic 
deeds? Would not the soldiers, 
if they followed this advice, soon 
be transformed into moving 
statues, and become as stupid as 
their commander? How is it, 
then, that a mutual interchange 
of thoughts and motives, shouid 
be forbidden in reference to re- 
ligion, while it is so exceedingly 
beneficial in relation to ever 

other branch of knowledge? 

3. Men, who are deeply intent 
upon the subject, make more 
rapid advances in religious 
knowledge, than in any other at- 
tainment whatever. This is a 
powerful reason, considering the 
natural aversion of man to reli- 
gion, why every facility should 
be afforded to all who are desir- 
ous of obtaining an acquaintance 
with the Bible, with their own 
hearts, with their spiritual wants, 
and with their duties. Among 


the reasons why religious knowl- 
edge is more rapidly gainea than 
any other, I mention the four fol- 
lowing: 

First, religion is a more inter- 
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esting subject than any other, to 
every human being. Itis felt to 
be stich, usually, by those who 
attend religious conferences. 
Every individual has a personal 
concern in it; a concern of incon- 
ceivable value. His ail is at 
stake; and that a// is the unalter- 
able destiny of an immortal be- 
ing. 

Secondly, the first principles 
of religion are simpler and more 
intelligible than the first princi- 
ples of any other kind of knowl- 
edge. The Bible is a book more 
universally inte}ligible to all clas- 
ses of persons, in every part of 
the world, than any other book 
ever published. The instruc- 
tions which it gives are abundant- 
Jy various and explicit, in all that 
concerns the present and future 
moral character of man. 

Thirdly, the experience of ev- 
ery man will, if his conscience be 
truly enlightened, bear witness 
to the accuracy of the scriptural 
representations of human wick- 
edness. Every man will see, 
that the sacred penmen have ac- 
curately described his character; 
and this will powerfully assist 
him in understanding the scheme 
of salvation. 

Fourthly, the history of the 
world, the history of God’s prov- 
idence in reJation to families and 
individuals, indeed every thing, 
which we behold around us, 
confirms the Bible, and assists in 
acquiring religious knowledge. 

It will be objeeted, perhaps, 
to these statements, that man- 
kind are generally ignorant of 
religion. The fact is admitted. 


Men are most wonderfully izno- 
rant on this subject, even ina 
Christian country. The grand 
reason of this ignorance is hu- 
man depravity. Men naturally 
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dislike to retain God in their 
knowledge. God is notin all their 
thoughts. But when they are 
excited to inquire what they 
shall do to be saved; when they 
fee} their sinfulness and danger; 
above all,’ when they are made 
partakers of a title to the heav- 
enly inheritance, they acquire 
religious knowledge with amaz- 
ing rapidity. 

4. I argue in favor of confer- 
ences, that experience has prov- 
ed them to be eminently useful, 
in very many parts of our coun- 
try. The writer of these re- 
marks has attended meetings of 
this kind in six different towns, 
some of them several hundred 
miles from each other, and in 
three different New England 
States, during a period of twelve 
years past. These meetings 
have been of all the different 
kinds, so far as respects the con- 
dition and advantages of those 
who have attended them, which 
are .to be found in our country. 
Some have been composed of 
students at college; some, of stu- 
dents with resident graduates; 
some, of persons eminent in the 
three learned professions with 
others; some, of plain farmers in 
retired country places; some, of 
persons of particular ages; some, 
of persons of all ages and both 
sexes; some, of ministers and 
people; some, of private Chris- 
thans and others, without minis- 
ters. In no one of these meet- 
ings has the writer witnessed a 
single instance of improper con- 
duct. On the contrary, more 
delicacy of deportment, more 
deference to superiors in the 
Church, more caution in respect 
to every thing which might 
wound the feelings of each other, 
u more complete abstinence from 





1813. 


any thing which might lead to 
noise, tumult, or levity, have 
been observable, than the writer 
ever witnessed in the same num- 
ber of other promiscuous meet- 
ings, not excepting assemblies 
for public worship on the Sab- 
bath. And it is worthy of re- 
mark, that the learned and the 
unlearned, the man accustomed 
to public speaking and the plain 
farmer, or mechanic, are much 
nearer on an equality, as to un- 
derstanding the great truths of 
the Bible, than would be sup- 
posed by one who had never seen 
the comparison fully made. 
These meetings have not only 
been thus orderly, decent, and 
regular; but they have been 
greatly instrumental in awaken- 
ing zeal, in promoting brotherly 
love, in healing divisions, in uni- 
ting churches, in strengthening 
the hands of ministers, and in 
converting sinners. 

Conferences may be abused; 
they doubtless have been: But 
what blessing is not cbnoxious 
to abuse? The worship of God 
on the Sabbath is abused by the 
indolent, the stupid, the light- 
minded. Even the Sabbath it- 
self is most shamefully and ex- 
tensively abused among us, at 
the present time. The mercy 
of God, and the love of Christ, 
are most wickedly abused by 
countless multitudes. The Bi- 
ble is abused. I am deliberately 
of opinion, that no blessing has 
been less abused in this country, 
so far as my own knowledge ex- 
tends, than the religious meet- 
ings here discussed. 

5. Conferences have been ap- 
proved by the most eminent min- 
isters of the Gospel; those best 
endowed with talents, learning, 
and a knowledge of human na- 
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ture, as well as most concerned 
for the glory of God, and most 
sedulous to promote the welfare 
of man. Was Baxter, think you, 
ignorant of the nature and ten- 
dency of such meetings? Did 
any latent mischief in them es- 
cape the penetrating -mind of 
Edwards? But I conclude by re- 
ferring to higher authority. 

6. The Scriptures authorize 
and require just such meetings 
as we designate by the word con- 
ferences. The apostle Paul, 
writing to the mass of believers, 
the common Christians,at Rome, 
says: 4nd I myself also am pfer- 
suaded of you, my brethren, that 
ye also are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge, able aiso to 
admonish one another. Rom. xv, 
14. Admonish is a word of pretty 
broad signification, and means, 
in this place, to instruct, advise, 
and remind, each other, in refer- 
ence to the great truths of reli- 
gion. The apostle not only ac- 
knowledges the adzlity of the 
brethren, to perform this duty; 
but apologizes for writing to 
them so fully, and states, that he 
did it to bring well-known truths 
to their remembrance, and in 
consequence of his being com- 
missioned, as the servant of 
Christ in preaching the Gospe! 
to the Gentiles. Now, if it is the 
duty of Christians thus to admon- 
ish one another, in what way can 
it be done so effecuwally as in the 
meetings above described? In- 
deed, wherever it has not been 
done in this manner, It has 
scarcely been done atall. The 
same apostle addresses the Co- 
Jossians thus: iil, 16. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you rich- 
ly; in all wisdom teaching and ad- 
monishing one another; in fisalme 
and hymns and spiritual songs 
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singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. I have pointed the 
passage differently from our ver- 
sion; partly on the authority of 
Griesbach, and partly from my 
own view of its scope and mean- 
ing. As pointed in our Bibles, 
however, the same truth is 
taught, though less forcibly and 
clearly. Again; Heb. iii, 13. 
But exhort one another daily, 
while it is called to-day, lest any 
of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. In these 
three passages, it is clearly im- 
plied, that Christians have the 
knowledge, and the ability requi- 
site to assist each other in the 
way toward heaven. Each of 
these passages, not only author- 
izes but requires, as it appears 
to me, that kind of brotherly in- 
tercourse, which is almost pe- 
culiar to religious conferences. 

In a future paper, I intend to 
specify someof the evils to which 
conferences are exposed, and to 
state what I conceive to be the 
best manner of conducting them. 

A. B. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON DRINKING HEALTHS. 


A Querist, in the last number 
of the Panoplist, (p. 39,) propo- 
ses several inquiries on the sub- 
ject of the convivial custom of 
drinking healths. I am certainly 
disposed to indulge him in these 
inquiries, recollecting that many 
excellent men have been con- 
scientiously opposed to the cus- 
tom in question, The great Sir 
Matthew Hale made a solemn 
resolution never to drink a 
health; a resolution which he 
faithfully observed, His objec- 
tion was not, if I remember right, 


any religious scruple; but he was 
convinced, that drinking healths 
led to excessive drinking, and 
he would not sanction a practice 
the tendency of which was bad. 
It is to be remembered, however, 
that, in the days of Sir Matthew 
Hale, the custom was to drink a 
full glass at every health; a most 
barbarous and foolish custom, to 
say nothing of its wickedness. 
But, in these more unconstrain- 
ed times, a man may drink fifty 
toasts without expending a sin- 
gle glass of wine. In answer to 
the querist, I observe, 

1. The common form of 
drinking healths is not a prayer. 
l once knew aman who, when 
urged to pray, said he prayed as 
much as any body, for every wish 
was a prayer; and as his mind 
was continually full of wishes, 
he inferred that he was a very 
prayerful man, though he never 
prayed as other people do. This 
was sufficiently absurd. A wish 
is not a prayer; and there is no 
need of confounding the mean- 
ing of words, the use of which 
is perfectly familiar. A prayer 
is an address to God; but wish- 
ing a man’s health is not, either 
in form or substance, and is nev- 
er understood to be, an address 
to that glorious Being. 

2. Drinking a man’s health 
is not necessarily an unmeaning 
compliment. It is simply an ex- 
pression of good will. The per- 
son who offers the expression 
may be insincere; but it is by no 
means certain that he is more 
likely to be so, than if he ex- 
presses his good will on any oth- 
er occasion. 

It is asked, ‘why we should 
not eat healths as well as drink 
them?’ This question was intend+ 
ed, perhaps, to make the subject 
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ludicrous; but, if such were the 
custom, I should certainly see 
no great harm in wishing a man’s 
health every time his plate was 
filled. 

Let it not be supposed, that 
I am the champion of health- 
drinking. In fact I dislike the 
practice, and wish it were abol- 
ished. It is an interruption to 
conversation, and may be an oc- 
casion of drinking more than 
would otherwise be drunk, and 
more than the strict rules of 
temperance would admit. 

ANTIPAS. 


DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE. 


Kr is well known that Robespierre was 
one of the most bloody and ferocious of 
the French revolutionists. The manner 
of his death may not be so well known. 
The following paragraph is taken from 
an interesting article in the Quarterly 
Review for June 1812, styled Lives of 
the French Revolutionists. We may 
hereafter select other paragraphs from 
the same article, in order to show the 
wickedness of man when freed from all 
moral restraints, and the justice and 
vengeance of God in making wicked 
men the ministers of his wrath upon 
each other. Ep, 


“Tue fall of Robespierre was 
the triumph of fear rather than 
of justice, and the satisfaction 
with which it must be contem- 
plated is incomplete, because a 
few monsters even worse than 
himself were among the fore- 
most in sending him to the scaf- 
fold. His punishment, however, 
was-as signal as his crimes. 
His under jaw was shattered with 
a pistol shot, either by himself 
in an ineffectual attempt at sui- 
cide, or by a gendarme in the 
struggle; it was bound up witha 
slight dressing, as he lay in the 
lobby of the Convention. He 
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wished to wipe away the blood 
which filled his mouth. They 
gave him a bloody cloth, and as 
he pushed it from,him, they said 
to him—‘It is blood—it is what 
thou likest!’? There he lay on 
one of the benches; and, in his 
agony of mind and body, clench- 
ed one of his thighs through his 
torn clothes with such force that 
his nails entered his own flesh, 
and were rimmed round with 
blood. He was carried to the 
same dungeon which Hebert, 
and Chaumette, and Danton, had 
successively occupied. The 
gaoler knocked him about with- 
out ceremony, and when he 
made signs to one of them, (for 
he could not speak) to bring him 
pen and ink, the man made an- 
swer—What dost thou want 
with it? Is it to write to thy 
Maker? Thou wilt see him pres- 
ently.’ He was placed in a cart 
between Henriot and* Couthon; 
the shops, and the windows, and 
the house-tops were crowded 
with rejoicing spectators to see 
him pass; and as the cart pro- 
ceeded, shouts of exultation went 
before it, and surrounded it, and 
followed its way. His head was 
wrapt ina bloody cloth which 
bound up his shattered jaw, so 
that his pale and livid counte- 
nance was but half seen. The 
horsemen who escorted him, 
shewed him to the spectators 
with the point of their sabres. 
The mob stopped him before 
the house in which he lived; 
some women danced before the 
cart, and one of them cried out, 
‘Descend to hell with the curses 
of all wives and all mothers!’ 
The executioner, when prepar- 
ing for the performance of his 
office, tore off the bandage from 
his wound. Robespierre thes 
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uttered a dreadful cry; his under 
jaw fell from the upper; and the 
head while he was yet living ex- 
hibited as ghastly a spectacle, as 


when a few minutes afterwards 
Sampson, holding it by the hair, 
exhibited it to the muititude.’’ 
p- 431. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED 
STATES, AND OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIA- 
TIONS OF MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTI- 
CUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, AND THE GEN- 
WAL CONVENTION IN VERMONT, MAY 
1813. 


The cause of Zion lies near the heart of 
every sincere follower of the Redeemer. 
He deserves not the name of a disciple, 
who cannot join the Psalmist in saying, 
If I forget thee O Jerusalem, let my right 

re her cunning; if I do not re- 
member thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth; if J prefer not Jerusa- 
fem above my chief joy. 1n the prosperi- 
ty of the Redeemer’s kingdom, the honor 
of God, and the everlasting welfare of the 
souls of men are involved. That benev- 
olence which distinguishes our religion, in- 
eessantly utters the praver, thy kingdom 
comé@: and when the news reach the tru- 
ly religious man, frem any quarter of the 
earth, that the interests of the truth as 
it tein Jesus, are advanced, and that the 
followers of the Redeemer are multiplied, 
he experiences a joy, similar in kind, to 
that which swells the bosoms of the an- 
gels of light, when sinners are brought to 
repentance. 

To those who are thus tenderly con- 
cerned for the prosperity of Zion, and 
who are waiting, and praying, and striv- 
ing for the peace of Jerusalem, we have 
the happiness to state, that though we find 
many things within our bounds to deplore, 
yet, on the whole, we have abundant cause 
to thank God, and take courage. Amidst 
much coldness, and declension, and ini- 
quity, we discern evident tokens, that 
God has not forgotten to be gracious. In 
some places within our bounds, during 
the past year, the Spirit has descended 
like a gentle dew, and in others in copious 
showers, making the parched heath as a 
fruitful field. 

The state of religion among a people, 
may be judged of with tolerable correet- 
ness, from that attention which the ordi- 
nances of religion, and the means of grace 
receive, and from those exertions and 


those sacrifices, which are made, to extend 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. By their fruite 
shall ye know them, is a rule of Judging, 
preseribed by the Savior himself. e 
view it then as an evidence that God, by 
the precious influences of his Spirit, is in 
the midst of owr churches, when we learn, 
that there is, within our jbounds, a re- 
spectful and general attendance on a 
preached Gospel; that children and youth, 
and in some places the aged, are instruct- 
ed by catechising, in the great truths and 
duties of religion; that missionary and 
Bible, and religious tract societies exist, are 
numerous and extensively patronized, 
and are successfully exerting themselves, 
in spreading a knowledge of divine truth; 
that young men of hopeful piety, and of 
promising talents, are taken from those 
occupations, to which their poverty had 
confined them, and are educated for 
more extensive usefulness in the church, 
as Gospel ministers; that associations of 
young people are formed, for the lauda- 
ble purpose of sending the Gospel to those, 
who enjoy not its stated ministrations; that 
the heathen in distant lands are remem- 
bered, with tender solicitude, and contri- 
butions are cheerfully and liberally made, 
to sendthe Gospel to them; that praying 
societies are extensively instituted, and 
devoutly attended, and a hope is thus war- 
ranted, that the windows of heaven will be 
opened, and the richest blessings descend 
on this guilty world. 

The number of churches within our 
bounds, has during the past year, consid- 
erably increased; and destitute congrega- 
tions, through the faithfulness of our min- 
isters in their neighborhood, have been 
extensively supplied with the administra- 
tion of Gospel ordinances. We hope that 
those who have thus been favored, will 
not forget the solemn obligation which 
they are under to establish, as speedily as 
possible, the Gospel ministry permanently 
among themselves. We state with pleas- 
ure, that great harmony prevails m our 
churehes, and that ministers and people 
— to be walking together, in the 
charity, and faith, and order of the Gospel. 


Infidelity and other ruinous errors, con- 
scious of deformity, seem to court conceal- 
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ment; while truth goes forth in her native 
loveliness, and meets with extensive ap- 
probation. 

But we have still more encouraging 
things than these to make known. Ina 
number of places within our bounds, dur- 
ing the past year, there have been exten- 
sive revivals of religion. Scenes resem- 
bling those of Pentecost have been wit- 
nessed, in which solemnity has pervaded 
a people, sinners have been brought to in- 
quire with solicitude, and with trembling, 
what they must do to be saved, and have 
at length been brought to rejoice in that 
glorious liberty, wherewith Christ makes 
free. Fresh evidence has thus been afford- 
ed, of the reality of the religion of Jesus, 
and of the power and grace of God. We 
have seen the Ethiopian change his skin, 
and the leopard his spots, and have been 
foreed to exclaim, in view of such mira- 
eles of mercy, this truly is the finger of 
God. The presbyteries, in which such re- 
vivals have principally taken place, are 
Jersey, Hudson, Onondaga, and Albany; 
aud the places which have been most ex- 
tensively visited, are Homer, Newark, 
Etizabethtown, and Connecticut arms. 

In many places, also, where no special 
revivals have existed, the cause of religion 
presents a pleasing aspect; and the church 
looks green aud flourishmg, under the 
gentle dews of divine grace, distilling upon 
i#. Numbers are, from iime to time, ad- 
ded to the Lord, of such, we trust, as shal 
be saved. The religious mstruction of 
children, has been blessed, and that 
watchful care, which has been exercised 
over these lambs of the flock, has been cf- 
ten made a mean, by the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls, of bringing them into 
his fold. A strong incitemeat has thus 
been afforded to parental and ministerial 
fidelity, and the pleasing hope is excited, 
that a generation shall rise up to praise 
God, when their fathers shall have fallen 
asleep. We have also seen, in the eveuts 
of the past year, viewed in connexion 
with their circumstances, fresh and inn- 
pressive evidence, that God is a prayer 
hearing God, and that it is generally in 
answer to the earnest supplications of his 

ople, that he appears in his glory to 

aild up Zion. 

But while we thus rejoice in the Divine 
goodness, we have reason, also, to depre- 
cate the Divine displeasure. In too many 
places, within our bounds, a lukewarm- 
ness, and a neglect of religious ordinances 
prevail, and the vices of profane swearing, 
drunkenness and sabbath breaking exist, 
to an alarming <iegree. In other piaces, 
things temporal, triflmg in their nature, 
and momentary in their duration, engross 
the chief attention, to the negleet of those 
things, of whose importance and duration, 
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we cannot at present, adequately conceive. 
While the prince of darkness is thus 
striving to maintain an unhallowed domin- 
ion over the souls of men, let those who are 
clothed with the Christian armor labor, 
under the direction of the great Captain 
of their salvation, to deliver them from 
this cruel bondage, into the glorious liber- 
ty of the sons of God. 

We learn that an awful mortality has 
prevailed, in many places, within our 
bounds, and within the bounds of those sis- 


‘ter churches, with which we are connect- 


ed; and we are sorry to be compelled to 
add, that this dreadful visitation of the Al- 
mighty does not seem to have been ex- 
tensively a mean of producing repent- 
ance and reformation. A sleep like that 
of death, must surely have failen upon 
those, who can thus stand unmoved in 
their impenitency, while the arrows of 
death are flying thick around them 

From the General Association of Con- 
necticut, we learn, that though there have 
been fewer revivais of religion, within their 
bounds, during the past year, than in some 
years which have preceded it, yet, on the 
whole, religion is not iu a less prosperous 
state, than it has hitherto been. An en- 
tire harmony there prevails, among the 
ministers and chi ches. 

In the county of Litehfeld, a number of 
places have been reireshed, by an out- 
pouring of the spirit of God. 

In Yale College, appearances, in a re- 
ligious point of view, are in a high degree 
hopefal. Many of the youth of that sem- 
inary, are anxiously inquiring what they 
must do to be saved. 

The souls of all mankind are equally 
precious; but we cannot but feel, chat it is 
a subject of uucommon rejoicing, when, 
by reviving religion in our most respecta- 
ble seminaries of learning, Godis prepar- 
ing for an inereased number of able and 
faithful ministers of the Gospel. 

Missionary, and Bible, and religious tract 
societies, are liberally supported, and the 
people of this state, have extensively con- 
tributed to the missions in the east. They 
are also, with their brethren, in Massa- 
chusetts, making great exertions to arrest 
the progress of intemperance, that angel 
of darkness, and.of death, who with a gi- 
ant step, has passed through our land, and 
Slain his thousands, and his tens of thous- 
ands, and who is still continuing his awful 
work of destruction. 

From the General Association of Mas- 
sachusetts proper, we have received en- 
couraging intelligence. Religion there, 
not only maintains its ground, but gains 
new conquests. The cause of error, 


to say the least, is stationary; while the 

cause of truth and righteousness, is stead- 

ily advanciaz. In some parts of that state, 
?} 
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pleasing revivals of religion have taken 
place. A great and general, and promising 
etlurt is making,to suppress intemperance, 
aimlits kindred vices. In no other part of 
ow country,has such liberality been mani- 
fested in founding and supporting benevo- 
lent religious institutions, having tor their 
viuject the education of young men for the 
Gsuspel ministry, without expense to them- 
selves; the dissemination of the Holy Serip- 
tures in our own language, and the preach- 
tog of the Gospel, in destitute parts of our 
own couatry; the translaton of the Scrip- 
ures into the languages of the east, and the 
dufusion of the light of divine truth among 
those, who are sitting in the region and 
shadow of death. When Christians, in 
other sectuons of our country, are inform- 
el, that the inhabitants of Massachusetts 
have contributed, during the six years last 
past, for the above purposes. a sum prob- 
ably, not less than half a million of dol- 
lars, will they not be provoked te go and 
do likewise? 

From the General Association of New 
Hampshire we learn, that though many of 
their towns are destitute of churches; and 
of the regular administration of Gospel in- 
stitutions, and there vice lamentably pre- 
vails; yet where religious ordinances are 
established, they are not enjoyed in vain. 
Ministers are faithful and zealous, in in- 
culeating truth, and in opposing error; and 
are Iaboriug to strengthen the hands, and 
éneourage the hearts of each other, in 
their great and good work, and the church- 
es, walking in the faith and order of the 
Gospel, are edified and inereased. The 
serious people of this state, are combining 
their efforts, with their brethren in Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut, to suppress 
the growing evil of intemperance. 

From the General Convention of Ver- 
mont we learn, that religion is, on the 
whole, progressive among them; that some 
new churches have, during the past year, 
been formed; and that numbers of those 
which have, in time past, been destitute ot 
the stated ordinances of religion, have 
settled Gospel ministers among them. Be- 
vevolent institutions, for the promotion of 
the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
are inereasing in number and are respeet- 
ably supported. The ministers and ehurch- 
es are happily united, in the faith and or- 
der of the Gospel. Revivals of religion 
have existed in several places, andin Mid- 
dlebury College, an unusual degree of se- 
riousness has prevailed. 

On the whole the Assembly think, 
that religion has lost nothing, but on the 
contrary, has gained much, during the 
past year; and we would record the fact, 
tothe honor of Him, whose is the king- 
dem, the power, and the glory. 

We exult in this consideration, though 
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the nations of the earth are convulsed, 
and our own beloved country is at length 
involved in the wide spread flame of war; 
and is solemnly calledto humble itself be- 
fore a righteous and holy God, while it 
feels the infliction of one of his sorest 
judgments. But recollecting, notwith- 
standing, that it was long since the divine 
prediction, that Jerusalem should be 
built in troublous times, and observing 
that in our day, amidst all the fallsand revo- 
lutions of empire which have afflicted and 
changed the tace of the world, that great- 
er efforts have been made to extend the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and with greater 
success, than for many centuries before; 
we even derive encouragement from cir- 
cumstanees and events, which, viewed in 
themselves, seem hostile to Zion, but 
which, in the hand of her Almighty king, 
and to demonstrate that her cause is his 
own, are overruled for her prosperity and 
triumph. 

The prospect of victory animates the 
soldier to daring exploits; and surely a he- 
roi¢c fortitude becomes every soldier of the 
cross, when the assurance is given, in the 
word of God, and when this assurance is 
confirmed by the dispensations of Divine 
Providence, that his labor shail not be in 
vain in the Lord. The events of the past 
year admonish and encourage us to be 
steudfust, unmoveuble, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord. 

Glorious things are spoken of Zion, the 
city of our God. Her boundaries must he 
enlarged, until they shall embrace the 
whole family of man. And we behold in 
the events which are now taking place, 
comfortable evidence, that the night is far 
spent, and that the dayis at hand. A 
noble spirit animates the Protestant 
world, to spread the triumphs of the 
cross; and in the exertions which are now 
making, and which have recently been 
made, and in the success which has erown- 
ed them, we think we perceive the 
dawning of that day, when the great Sun 
of Righteousness shall arise, on all the 
world, with healing under his wings. 

But the prince of darkness will not be 
dispossessed of his dominion, without a 
struggle. It is to be expected, that before 
millennial glory shall irradiate the earth, 
he will muster his hosts unto battle, and 
that he wili dispute for his territory, 
at every step, with the champions of the 
cross. The cireumstances of the church 
and of the world demand great sacrifices 
from Christians, and afford every eneour- 
agement to make them. 

Let all then who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity and who are waiting 
for the consolation of Israel being strong 
in their Lord alone, rise in the majesty of 
their strength; and resolve, and let theic 
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piety, their prayers, and their exertions, 
testify to the sincerity of their resolution, 
that for Zion’s sake they will not hold 
their peace and for Jerusalem’s sake they 
will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as alamp that burneth. 


By order of the General Assembly. 
ATTEST, 
JACOB J. JANEWAY. 
Stated clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1813. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS PROPER. 


AGREEABLY to appointment, the General 
Association of Massachusetts Proper met 
at Conway, June 22, 1813, at 5 o’clock, P. 
M. Present the following delegates from 
the Associations specified: viz. 

The Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, D. D. Rev. 
Gordon Dorrance, Berkshire; 

Rev. Samuel Whitman, Rev. Caleb 
Knight, Mountain; 

Rev. Alvan Sanderson, Rev. Josiah W. 
Cannon, Franklin; 

Rev. Nathan Perkins, Rev. John Wood- 
bridge, Hampshire Central; 

Rev. Joel Baker, Rev. Alfred Ely, 
Hampden; 

Rev. Micah Stone, Rev. Samuel Ware, 
Brookfield; 

Rev. Joseph Lee, Rev. Ezckiel L. Bas- 
com, Westminster; 

Rev. Gaius Conant, Rev. James Mur- 
dock, Worcester South; 

Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. Salem 
and Vicinity; 

Rev. Richard S. Storrs, jun. Rey. Avery 
Williams, Union; 

Rev. Joshua Leonard,pRev. Ezra Fisk, 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States; 

Rev. Noah Porter, General Association 
of Connecticut; 

Rev. John Kelly, General Association 
of New Hampshire; 

Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of the Gen- 
eral Association; and Rey. John Emerson, 
Minister of the Parish. 

The Rey. Ebenezer Fitch, D. D. was 
chosen Moderator; the Rev. Samuel 
Worcester, D. D. Seribe; and the Rev. 
Avery Williams, Assistant Seribe. 

Vorev—That the Delegates for the 
last year, from this General Association to 
the other ecclesiastical bodies connected 
with it, be invited to*sit as honorary mem- 
bers. ‘The Rev. Vinson Gould, an Rev. 
Joseph Emerson took their seats accord- 
ingly. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Modeva- 

tor for Div ne aid and directaoa 
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The Rev. Messrs. Hale, Leonard and 
Murdock were appointed a Committee of 
Arrangements. 

Votrep—T hat the Associational Sermon 
be preached to-morrow, 2 o’celock, P. M. 

Votrev—That the appointment of spe- 
cial religious exercises be referred to the 
Committee of Arrangements. 

Adjourned to7 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. Prayer by the Moderator. 

Wednesday, June 23, 7 o’clock. Met 
according to adjournment. Opened with 
prayer by the Moderator. The minutes 
of yesterday were read. 

The Committee of Arrangements re- 
ported in part, and the report was accept- 
ed. 
Attended tothe report of the Rev. Drs. 
Morse and Hyde, delegates tothe Gen- 
eral Asseimbly of the Presbyterian church. 

Attended to the report of the Rev. 
Messrs. Shepard and Emerson, delegates 
to the General Association of Connecticat. 

Attended to the report of the Rev. Mr. 
Stone, delegate to the General Conventicn 
in Vermont. 

Attended to the report of the Rev. 
Messrs. Gould and Harrison, delegates te 
the General Association of New Hamp- 
shire. 

Reeeived the Annual Report of the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, officially presented by 
their Corresponding Secretary. 

Vorrp—that we have attended with 
great satisfaction to the annual report of 
the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions; and that we view the 
evident smiles of Heaven on the business 
of that Board, as calling for the grateful 
praise ofall the friends of Zion’s cause. 

Vorepv—that the above-mentioned re- 
port be lodged in the archives of this 
body. 

Votren—that the narratives on the 
state of religion, and of the churches, be 
communicated immediately after the 
public religious services of the afternoon; 
aad that the Rev. Messrs. Perkins, Por- 
ter, and Kelly, be the Committee to take 
the minutes, and prepare the annual re- 
port. 

The Committee on the subject of ar- 
dent spirits, by their chairman, the Rev 
Dr. Worcester, made a verbal report ot 
their doings, and presented the constitu- 
tion and annual Report of the “assaciuc- 
SETTS SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF 
INTEMPERANCE, which the Committee had 
procured to be instituted. 

VorTsp—that the Report of the Commit- 
tee as above mentioned be accepted; and 
that this Association pledge themselves 
to use their influence, and recammeiud %t 
to the several Associations represented 
in this body, bath as essocictians and 
individuals io nse their inf 
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mote the great object of the above men- 
tioned Society. 
oT he ev. idewes Mardock, Gould, 
and Saaderson, were appointed a Com- 
mittee to audit the aecounts of the Gen- 
era! Association, and to devise means for 
ure supplies. 
“a pt nat from the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh, on 
the subject of a day of Humiliation, Fast- 
ing, and Prayer, was read. ae 
‘orso—that the above communication 
be deposited in the archives of this bo:ly. 

The Rev. Dr. Fitch was chosen substi- 
tute to the Rev. Richard 3S. Storrs, anc the 
Rey. Dr. Griffin substitute to the Rey. 
Dr. Parish, as delegates to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian church, at 
Philadelphia, on the 3d ‘Thtursday in May 
1814. 

The Rev. Nathan Perkins was chosen 
substitute to the Rev. Mr. Williston, 
and the Rev. Theophilus Parker, sub- 
stitute to the Rev. Mr. Goffe, as dele- 
gates to the General Association of Con- 
necticut, at Fairfield, onthe 3d ‘Tuesday 
of June 1814. 

The Rev. Joseph Blodget was chosen 
substitute to the Rev. Mr. Lee, and the 
Rev. Josevh Field substitute to the Rev. 
Mr. Murdock, as delegates to the General 
Association of N. Hampshire, at Plym- 
outh, on the 3d Tuesday of Sept. next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Jacob Catlin and Ed- 
wards Whipple, were chosen delegates to 
the General Convention of Congrezational 
and Presbyterian ministers in Vermont, 
at Pawlet, on the 2d Tuesday of Septem- 
ber next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Hale, Whitman, and 
Murdock, were appointed a Committee to 
consider and reporton the manner in which 
narratives on the state of relizion, and re- 
turiis of the state of the churches shail be 
inade. 

The Association had a recess. 

Attwo o'clock attended Divine service. 
The exercises were performed by the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester. Sermon from 
Acts xv, 30, 31. So when they were dis- 
missed they came to .iniioch, and when 
they had gathered the multitude together, 
they delivered the epistle; which when 
they had read, they rejoiced for ihe cone- 
solation. 

After divine service, attended to narra- 
tives on the state of religion and of the 
ehurches until 6 o'clock. Adjourned to7 
o’ clock, to-morrow morning. 

Prayer by the Mocerator. 

Thursday, June 24, 7 o'clock, met ac- 
cord:i¢ to adjournment. Prayer by the 
Moderator. Minutes of yesterday were 
reid. 


Voted, that the Committee, appointed 
by the General Assoeiation the last year to 
aitend to the liberal proposal of Mr. John 
F. Schermerhorn, be requested to continue 
their attention to the subject, and make 
report to the General Association the next 
year. 

Voted, that a copy of each of the print- 
ed reports of the ecclesiastical bodies in 
connexion with this General Association, 
be lodged in our archives. 

Proceeded to hear the remaining narra- 
tives, on the state of religion and of the 
churches. 

The Committee for auditing the ac- 
counts of the General Association, Ke. 
sade their report, and the report was 
accepted. 

Voted, that for transacting any business 
of this General Association seven members 
delegated from the particular Associations 
of Massachusetts Proper, be requisite for 
a quorum; but that for opening and ad- 
journing the meetings, a less number be 
competent. 

V oted, that the delegates from this As- 
seciaiiou to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church be allowed by this 
body seven cents per mile for their travel- 
ling expenses, On their outward journey, 
aiter leaving the boundaries of this state, 
till their arrival at the place of the meet- 
ing ot the General Assembly. 

The following report of the Committee 
on the subject of narratives was adopted; 
viz. 

‘that it be a rule of this Association 

that narratives concerning the state of re- 
ligion and of the churehes be presented in 
writing, with the view to obtain an aceu- 
‘ate account of the principal facts; not 
however to prevent any more particular 
detals, which the delegates may think it 
ex edicnt to add, or the Association te 
request. y 

That the delegates of the several Asso- 
lations be requested to furnish accurate 
returns of the churches in their respective 
connexio..s, with the names of the pastors 
of such churches as have pastors, with 
their college standing, and the times of 
their joining the particular associations; 
the number of members, distinguishing 
males and females in each chureh; and. in 
future years the variations oecasioned by 
accessions and removals; the names of 
the ordained ministers, who are not pas- 
tors of eh i~ehes, and of eandidates licen- 
sed by theiu to. preach the Gospel; also 
the number of baptisms, distinguishing 
adults and infants, administered the pre- 
ceeding year down te the first of May, to 
be preserved in the arehives of this body; 
and that the secretary be authorised to 
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procure printed schedules for the above 
purposes, 

Voted, that the secretary be authorized 
to pay such expenses as are allowed by 
this Association. 

The Committee for taking minutes of 
the state of religion, and of the churehes, 
made their report, which with amend- 
ments was accepted; and is here inserted. 


The Committee to whom it was refer- 
red, to take minutes concerning the state 
of religion, would respectfully submit the 
following report: 

On a general review of the narratives, 
given by the delegates from the sev- 
eral associatious within our limits, we 
find much to awaken the gratitude and 
raise the hopes of the friends of Zi- 
on. In these “troublous times” the 
walls of our Jerusalem are evidently rising. 
Harmouy in the faith and order of the 
Gospel prevails; and attendance on its in- 
stitutions appears to be increasing. Some 
congregations, which had long been desti- 
tute of a stated ministry, have of late been 
supplied: a growing attaehment to evan- 
gelical truth is apparent; and sectarian in- 
fluence, it is believed, does not on the 
whole increase. 

With heart-felt gratitude to God would 
we make mention of the special visitations 
of his grace to several of our churches. 
Stockbridge, Belchertown, * Amherst, 
Granby, Munson, Sunderland, Ware, 
Haverhill, and Bradford have been favor- 
ed the year past, with rich effusions of the 
Holy Spivit. Many in those towns have 
been constrained to bow to the sceptre of 
Jesus;—many have subseribed with their 
hands to the Mighty God of Jacob. In 
four of them, more than three hundred 
souls have been added to the churehes; 
and the work has not ceased. In other 
places, some within, and some without our 
limits, there have been pleasing refresh- 
ings. 

While we lift our hearts to God in ad- 
miring praise for his gracious remem- 
brance of us, in this trying day, we would 
not forget humbly to notice and lament the 
special dangers with which some of our 
churches are beset; and the fearful de- 
clension apparent in others. Two or three 
on our eastern border are harassed by se¢- 
tarians, and are threatened with dissolu- 
tion. A few others, on account of the 
pressure of the times, are in danger of 
losing the stated ministration of the bread 
of life; and many are slumbering in Laodi- 
cean Inkewarmness, even though some of 
them have been visited with- distressing 
sickness and awful mortality. 

We are happy ir being able to state that 
‘n the past year, several humane and char- 
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itable societies have been-formed; some 
for the relief of the distress d. some for the 
assistance of piousand inii),c .t young men 
in obtaining an education ior the Gospel 
ministry, and some for aiding more direct- 
ly in imparting the word of life to the des- 
titute. One Bible Society, and two Aux- 
iliary Foreign Mission Societies, one in 
Franklin County, the other in the county 
of Hampshire, have been added to those © 
previously formed. ‘Though events appar- 
ently inauspicious to the Foreign Mission 
have transpired; yet we trust the exer- 
tions of its friends are not relaxed; aud 
with peculiar interest we notice evidence 
that the missionary spirit is on the in- 
crease. We have need of patience, that 
when we have done the will of God, we 
may receive the promise. 

From the delegation of the Presbyterian 
Church, we are happy to learn, that, in a 
portion of that Chureh, God has been glo- 
riously displaying his power and grace ia 
appointing salvation to the walls of Zion 
and making her gates praise. In Eliza- 
bethtown and Newark in the State of New 
Jersey, and in Homer and Connecticut 
Farms, in the state of New Yor, there 
have been the past year, great revivals 
of religion, and large accessions to the 
churehes. In a few other places within 
their limits the influenees of the Holy 
Spirit have been granted to awaken sin- 
ners to their eternal interests, and bring 
them into the kingdom of Immanuel. And 
in general, within the bounds of the Pres- 
byterian connexion, religion appears to be 
advancing, and there are mauy cireum- 
stances calculated to animate the hopes of 
the Redeemer’s friends, and to bring honor 
to his name. 

In the state of Connecticut, universally 
acknowledged as containing a precious and 
important portion of the Church of God, 
there is great union and harmony among 
the ministers and churches. The mission- 
ary spirit has revived there in a new form; 
that of ministers going two and two among 
their several societies, comprising such es 
are destitute of a settled ministry, and 
preaching and exhorting among the peo- 
ple. This measure has been evidently 
blessed to the re-establishment of Gospel 
privileges in some places where they had 
ceased, and to the revival of religion where 
they were still enjoyed. Several ministers 
have been settled; and in many places the 
Spirit has come down like rain upon the 
mown grass, and like showers that wate1 
the earth. 

In the state of New Hampshire there is 
a deplorable destitution of the means of 
religion, even in some sections where they 
were formerly enjoyed. But other parts. 


are well supplied with evangelical mints 
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ters, who walk together in great harmony, 
and by whose means the churches are edi- 
fied and comforted. No new errors have 
arisen, and those which were a few years 
since prevaleut, appear to decline. The 
missionary spirit is evidently increasing, 
and imuch good is hoped to result from the 
recently iastituted Bible and Tract Socie- 
ties. Some churches are reaping the hap- 
py fruits of the late revivals of religion; 
and the influences of the S;irit are effect- 
ing good things, in several places, which 
have long appeared to lie waste. 

in Vermont the political dissensions 
which had arisen in some of the churches 
appear to have happily subsided. And in 
general the ministers and churches are 
very harmonious, and zealous in promot- 
ine the cause of the Biessed hs ana 
‘The Bible Scciety lately formed in that 
stace promises to aid the work of extend- 
ing light and salvation to such as sit in 
darkness. 

On the whole, though we have many 
things to lament, and many to fear, yet 
the Great Head of the Church has not 
forsaken us; but is giving us occasion to re- 
joice, in his light and love, and still to hope 
and pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Let 
us adopt the resolution, as we hear of the 
goings of our God and Savior, that ‘‘for 
Zion's sake we will not hold our pesce, for 
Jevusalem’s sake we will not rest, until 
the righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness, and the salvation thereof as a 
lamp that burneth.” 

Voted, that the report on the state of 
religion, and of the churches be commit- 
ted to the two seribes for revision and pub- 
lication; also, that so much of the min- 
utes of this meeting as they shall deem ex- 
pedient be published with the report. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Worcester, 

Voted, that the members of this Asso- 
ejation are very deeply and gratefully im- 
pressed with the kindness, hospitality, and 
respectful attention, shewn to them by 
the Rev. Pastor of this church, and the 
people of this town. 

Voted, that the next annual meeting of 
this Association be at the house of the 
Rev. Dr. Griffin, in Boston, on the fourth 
Tuesday in June,1814, at 5 oclock, P. M. 

Voted, that the Brookfield Association 
be requested to appoint a preacher for the 
next annual meeting. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Murdock, 

Voted, that the thanks of this Associa- 
tion be presented to the Moderator, Sec- 
retary, and Seribes of this body for the 
correct and faithful mannerin which they 
have fulfilled the duties of their respective 
offices. 

United in a psalm of praise, and in a 
prayer offered by the Rev. Mr. Kelly. 


General Association of Massachusetts Proper. 
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CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 


We insert the followmg resolutions as 
expressing the views and feelings, so far 
as we can gather them from English pub. 
lications, of nearly the whole religious 
community in England, of all denomina- 
tions. If the British Parliament should 
resist the importunity of the great body of 
pious and eouscientious persons, and re- 
fuse to throw open India to the Chris- 
tian exertions of zealous and faithful mis- 
sionari-s, the result would be long and 
deeply lamented. Ep. 


Ata special meeting of the Committee of 
“The Protestant Society, for the Protec- 
tion of Religious Liberty,” convened at the 
New London Tavern, to consider the pro- 
priety of renewing their exertions to di- 
minish the difficulties which have impeded 
the Freedom of Christian Missionaries in 
India, on March 2, 1813. 
Samuet Mitts, Esq. Chairman; 

The Committee having referred to the 
proceedings adopted by them in March 
and April, 1812, and to their Correspond- 
ence with the late Right Hon. Spencer 
Perceval upon the same subject:— 

Resolved, 1. That this Committee, in. 
cluding Members of the National Church, 
and representing many hundred Congre- 
gations of Protestant Dissenters in Eng- 
land and Wales, of all denominations, must 
primarily exert their vigilance and energy 
for the protection of Religious Freedom 
within the United Kingdom—but that prin- 
ciple andsympathy must equally impel them 
to approve, to desire, and, if possible, to ob- 
tain the enjoyment of that liberty in every 
part of the British Empire, throughout the 
world. 

2. That as Men, as Britons, and as 
Christians, thisCommittee continue to re- 
gard, with anguish, the moral depression 
and religious ignorance of very many mil- 
lions of immortal beings who people the 
plains of India, subject to British power. 
That their “hearts are pained” at the 
fearful penances, licentious rites, female 
degradation, human sacrifices, and horrible 
infanticide, which there prevail. And that 
convinced by history, observation, and ex- 
perience, that Christianity would afford in- 
estimable benefits, and that their diffusion 
is practicable, wise, and imperative, they 
cannot but persevere eminently to desire 
its speedy and universal promulgation 
throughout the regions of the East. 

3. That motives, urgent and irresistible, 
must therefore induce this Committee 
still to deplore, and to condemn every ob- 
stacle which has been interposed to pre- 
vent the dispersion of gloom, so lasting and 
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so profound, by the irradiating beams of 
Christian truth. 

4. That they esteem the power, pos- 
sessed and exercised by the East India 
Company, to prohibit Christian Missiona- 
ries from residing within the vast dominions 
under their control, as the greatest imped- 
iment which has recently existed to the 
progress of Christianity in India, and as in- 
consistent with the Religious Freedom, 
which this Committee must invariably de- 
fend. 

5. That although this Committee would 
deprecate and abhor any intolerant inter- 
ference, either with Mahomedans or Hin- 
dovs, aud do not advocate any ecclesias- 
tical establishment, they must continue 
strenuously to contend, that on the re- 
newal of a Charter to the East India Com- 
pauy, their former powers of exclusion 
should not be renewed; but that Christians 
vi every sect should be permitted, unli- 
censed, to explain, and peaceably to pro- 
mulgate throughout India, the holy Reli- 
gion which they proiess, and should enjoy 
the equal protection of the State. 

6. That, to effectuate a result which they 
deem interesting and most desirable, this 
Committee will renew their application to 
his Majesty’s Government, and intreat 
their interposition and assistanee, will, if 
necessary, express their wishes by Peti- 
tions to both Houses of Parliament—and 
will, by the public avowal of their senti- 
ments, endeavor to excite the attention of 
the be-evolent and the pious, to an object 
deserving of their best consideration and 
ardent support. 

7. That this Committee cannot but com- 
municate the pleasure with which they 
perceived, that, stimulated by their former 
efforts, var‘ous other associations display- 
ed, during the last Session of Parliament, 
considerable solicitude and zeal for the es- 
tablishment of these invaluable rights—and 
cannot but invite their renovated exertions 
and contivued aid. 

8. That these Resolutions be transmit- 
ted to the President of the Commissione1s 
for the Affairs of India, and to the Chair- 
man of the East India Company, for the 
information of the Directors; and be ad- 
vertised, signed by the Seeretaries, in the 
public Papers, and in those p’ciodical pub- 
lications which most extensively circulate. 

Tromas PeELuiatt, , : 
Joux Witxs, , ¢ Secretaries. 


ANOTHER MEETING OF THE SAME KIND, 


YESTERDAY, pursuant to notice, a Meeting 
was held at the City of London Tavern, to 
consider of a Petition to Parliament for the 
introduction of a clause into the New Char- 
ter of the East ludia Company, permitting 


Christianity in India. 
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the access of benevolent and well-disposed 
persons to India, for the purpose of dif- 
fusing the benefits of moral and religious 
civilization. ‘The room was filled with re- 
spectable company, though the notice had 
been very short. 

Lord Gamaier, after having been unan- 
imously called to the Chair, shortly stated 
the object of the Meeting. 

Mr. Witu1AM Situ explained, at some 
length, the dreadful effects of the supersti- 
tious of the Hindoos, which inculcate self- 
immolation, and cruelties of many sorts; 
which degrade the female sex into the rank 
of mere animals; andencourage oppression 
in civil life, as well as profaneness in mor- 
als. He fully shewed the error of suppos- 
img, that the present religion of the Hin- 
doos renders them mild, sociable, and ami- 
able in civil life. On the contrary, they 
are cruel in their private relatiens, and se 
deficient of fidelity to their own oaths, in 
Courts of Justice, that our system of juris- 
prudence fails of the beneficial effects it 
would otherwise have amongst them. Mr, 
Smith concluded by moving four resolu- 
tions, declaratory of the present state of 
the Hindoos, as to morals and religion, and 
of the policy as well as duty of endeavor- 
ing to afford them a knowledge of the Gos- 
pel of ‘Truth. 

Mr. Joun TuornTon seconded the mo- 
tion, apologizing for his offering himselt to 
the Meeting before others of greater expe- 
rience and knowledge. ‘The Committee had 
assigned to him the office of seconding the 
motion; and duty and conscience had pre- 
vented him trom shrinking from it. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE stated the favorable 
disposition which had been shewn by Min- 
isters to the important objects of the Meet- 
ing. 
"Mr. H. THornton was happy to coneur 
in the same opinion, as to the inclinations 
of Government. 

To a question from a Dissenting Clergy- 
man, Mr. William Smith declared, that, as 
a Protestant Dissenter, he was fully satis- 
fied with the spirit of toleration and liberal- 
ity in which the whole of the present pro- 
ceedings had been conducted. This point 
was further illustrated by Mr. H. Thorn- 
ton, Mr. Wilberforce, the Rev. Mr. Cun- 
ningham aaa of Harrow,) and the 
Rev. Mr. ‘Townshend, who expressed the 
resolution of the Committee to apply them- 
selves to the mere object of soliciting from 
Parliament permission for the aecess of pi- 
ous Christians to India, without preference 
for those of any denomination; in short, 
that peaceable and orderly demeanor, 
should constitute a claim to protection. 
The speech of the Rev. Mr. Cunningham 
was peculiarly eloquent, and had a powers 
ful effect upon the meeting, 
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The Resolutions were carried unani- 
mously, and the Petition approved. On 
the motion of Mr. Wilberforce, it will be 
presented tothe House of Lords by Lord 
Gambier, and to the Commous by Sir T. 
Baring. The Meeting dissolved, after vo- 
ting ‘Thanks, with :nany marks of approba- 
tion, to Lord Gambier. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in 
London, to Robert Ruision, Esq.on the 
sume sudject, dated .ipril 16, 18153. 


“Avr this eventful era, aud particularly at 
the present moment, wheu the East India 
Company ‘s applying to Parliament for 
the renewal of its charter, the attention of 
the Christian community here 1s especially 
direeted to the dark and benighted state of 
the East. ‘The most active exertions are 
making by the friends of Christianity to 
procure the insertion of a ciause in the 
new charter favorable tothe admission in- 
to our India territory, and protection 
there, of quict and peaceable Christian 
missionaries. Powerful opposition is made 
on the ground apprehended danger to the 
government from interfering with the re- 
licious prejudices of the natives. But who 
shall stand against the Lord of Hosts? The 
work is his, and, in the active a.d perse- 
vering use of suitable means, suecess may 
be humbly expected. 

“Whilst the jadgments of the Most 
High are pouring eut on different parts 
of the earth, the sad consequences of man’s 
apostasy and rebellion, it is cheering to ob- 
serve, that mercy in its most attractive 
form is still dispensed. In Russia, (how 
matvellous are the: dispensations of the 
ali-wise God,) a wide and effectual door is 
opening for the spread of the ever-blessed 
Gospel, in its unadulterated form, by the 
establishment of Bibie Societies on an ex- 
tensive scale, and under the highest pat- 
ronage, the Emperor himself having un- 
dertaken the offiee of patron. Such was 
the interest excited in his mind, that he 
deferred, for a time, his journey to the 
head qtiarters of the army at Wilna, to 
sign the constitution of the Sceiety adopted 
at the first public meeting held at St. Pe- 
tersbure. 

“The finger of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence has been remarkable in every stare 
of the business. Under the sanction of a 
Princess of the empire residing at Mos- 
cow, (whose heart the Lord had opened 
through the instrumentality of a missiona- 
ry, Since engaged as ateacherin herfamily,) 
the first meeting was to have been held 
there, two days only before the French en- 
tered that devoted city. Theirapproach put 
an end to the measure, which would have 
been abandoned for a time, but that the 


Pecuniary Accounts of the Massachusetts Society. 





Juby, 


principal agent, on hisreturn to St. Peters- 
burgh to en: bark for Sweden, wasthere de- 
tained, most reluctantly, by the sickness of 
his wice, for a considevabie seasou: and cir- 
cumstances were so Over-ruled as to open 
a way for carrying the design into exeeu- 
tion in thai city, and under such favorable 
auspices. Here again we may exclaim; 
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes.” 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE MASSACHU- 

SETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Donations €%c. received between June 
26, 1812, and June 25, 1813. 


Aug. 11, 1812. Contributions 
in the Rey. Rafus Anderson’s 
Society in Wenham, 

24. From a member, who re- 
quested that his annual pay- 
ment might be five dollars, 

Sept. 3. Avails of the Pano- 
plist reeeived from D. Mal- 
lory and Co. 

19. Krom Messrs. Thomas and 
W hipple, transmitted by the 
Rev. Dr. Spring, as the avails 
of the P anoplist, 

Avails of the Panoplist from D. 
Mallory and Co. 

Donation from a widow, by the 
Rev. Rufus Anderson, 1 10 

22. From a friend to missions 
by the Rev. Dr. Morse, 

Oct. i6. From the Cent Socie- 
ty in ‘Townsend, remitted by 
Mrs. Carver, 

Jan. 8,1813. Froman unknown 
person, by Dea. Elihu Car- 
penter. 

March 12. From Messrs. Lin- 
coln and Edmands, avails of 
the Massachusetts Maga- 
zine, 

May 22. From several young 
nen in Townsend by Mr. 
Cushing Wilder, 

25. Donatious from the three 
following persons, in addition 
totheirannna! paymenta, viz. 

Thomas Petbon, Newbury- 
port, 

Pearly Tenney, do. 

Thomas Wales, Randolph, 

Contribution from the Rev. Dr. 
Spring’s Society, Newbury- 
port, 

from the Rev. Mr. San- 

born’s Society, Reading, 

from the Rev. Mr. Tuck- 
er’s Society, Rowley, 


5 950 
5 00 


21 69 


66 1¢ 


9 0@ 


1 00 
18 00 
8 00 
48 00 
“40 45 
33 33 











$561 352 


Carried forward 
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Brought forward $561 32 


‘‘ontribution from the +Rev. 
Mr. Reynolds’s Society, Wil- 
mington, 

~——from the Tabernagle So- 
cicty, Salem, 

from the Rev. Mr. Thom- 

as’s Society, Abington, 

fromthe Rev. Mr. Storrs’s 

Society, Braintree, 

from the Rev. Mr. 
Thompson’s Socicty, Reho- 
both, 

——fiom the Rey. Dr. Em- 
mons’s Society, Frauklia, 
from the Rey. Mr. Walk- 

er’s Society, Danvers, 














Donation from a lady in Wil- . 


mington by the Rev. Mr. 

dteynolds, 

from two young ladies in 
South Reading by the Rey. 
Reuben Emerson, 

——from four young ladies ix 
Weymouth, by the Rev. 
D. A. Clark, 

-~-—fromtwo ladies in Reho- 
both, by the Rey..O. Thomp- 
son, 

Interest on $100, a tegacy left 
hy a young lady for the pro- 
motion of the Gospel, by the 
Rev. Dr. Emmons, 

fongtion from the Charitable 
Female Tabernacle Society 
in Salem, by the Rev. Ds 
Worcester, — 

-~—<from females in the Rev. 
Dr. Hopkins’s Society in Sa- 
jem, 

“). Fram the Female Chari- 

ble Society in Stoneham, by 

the Rev. J. A. Stevens, (for 
the purchase of books,) 

ontribution fromthe Rev. Dr. 
ifopkins’s Society, in Salem, 

——tiom the Rev. Cornelms 
{Vaters’s Society, in Ashby, 

-——<fpom: a member, in addi- 
tion to his anaual payment, 

from a friend to missions, 
by the Kev. Dr. Austin, 

C.outeibution in Tiverton, (R. 
J.) by the Rev. Jotham Sew- 
all, ; 

‘ontribution in the Old South, 
after the annual sermon, 

lane 7. Contribution at an 
evening leeture in Beverly, 
by the Rev. Mr. Emerson, 

‘7. From females in Ashby, by 
Mrs. Carver, 

Annual payments fer one year 
from 116 members, 











o OO 


00 


& 


100 OO 


5 06 


932 60 


Carricd forward $1,431 73 
Vor. TX. 
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Brought forward $1,431 73 
Annual payments for two years 














from 11 members, 44 00 
for three years from four 
members, 24 00 
for four years from two 
members, 16 OV 
. for five years from two 
members, 20 OU 
Income of Bank and Insurance 
shares, within the above 
period, | $9 50 
Interest on money lent, re- 
ecived within the same time, 149 73 
$1,784 96 
N. FB. The above account is given for 


the sake of comprising the late donations, 
which cannot be included in the annual 
accounts presented to the auditing com- 
mittee, as the donations are principally 
received at the’annual meeting. 

The following is a summary of the ex- 
penditures and receipts, from the annual 
meeting, May 26, 1812, to the annual 
meeting, May, 25, 1813. 


The Society Dr. 
To cash paid on orders, (from No. 1, to 

No 24, inelusive,) drawn by direction of 

the Trustees, for the following purposes, 

viz. 

To Missionaries for 
their services, 

tor books to be distribu- 
ted among the desii- 
tute,* 

Toward the education 
af Eleazcr Williams, 

For printing the annual 
sermons of 1811 and 
1812, 

Commissions allowed to 
Messrs. Lingoln and 
Edmands, on monies 
ree ived for the Soci- 
ety, 

To re-imburse a loss on 
magazines by fire, 

Loss by counterfeit bills 
received in donations, $ OY 

Contingent expenses, 
including expenses of 
the annual and semi- 
annual meetings, sta- 
tionary, postage, tran- 
sportation of books, 
printed eireulars, aad 
reecipts, &e. 


$1,481 69 


$28 26 


50 09 


87 00 


3 00 


93 YU 





Carried forward $2,263 46 


*The Trustees rerines 400 to 
be expended within the year; the remain. 
ing $128 26 was the unexrpended Gul 
ance of former appropriations 
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Brought forward $2, 263 46 
Balance carried to new 


account; viz. Bank 
and Insurance Stock 
at cost, $1,570 00 


2,555 00 
255 59-4,380 59 
woe 


$6,644 05 


Notes on Interest, 
Cash on hand, 


The Society Cr 

By cash received within 
the year in contribu- 
tions and donations, 728 

——contribution at the 
Old South, May 26, 

1812, 127 

*—trom Cent Socie- 
ties, Xe. to be expend- 
ed in books, 

interest of money 
lent and income of 
stock, 313 

——annual payments of 
members, 

——old debts for the 
Massachusetts Mis- 
sionary Magazine, re- 
ceived, 

——~old debts for the 
Panoplist and Mis- 
sionary Magazine re- 
eeived, 

——avails of uncurrent 
money remaining in 
the hands of Dea. 
Simpkins, 





586 10 


6 15 





Jury, 


Massachusetis Society. 


Brought forward $27 00 


society in Kingston, 3 67 
May 25—of A. 

Woodward, from la- 

dies in Holliston, 1 23 


——of Asaph Leland, 
from Mary Marshall, 
ditto, 56 

——of Rev. John Bart- 
lett, ladies in sec- 
ond Congregational 
Socicty, Marbichead, 

——of Rev. Daniel 
Thomas from a num- 
ber of females in his 
Society, Abington and 
neighborhood, 

26.—of Rev. F. Rey- 
nolds, from Cent So- 
ciety, Wilmington, 

——of Rev. Peter San- 
born from Sukey 
Parker, Treasurer to 
Cent Society in Read- 
ing, 

from Ladies in Lu- 
nenburg, 

—of Rev. Jacob Nor- 
ton from Ladies in 
the North Parish 
Weymouth, 

—of Rev. Dr. Em- 
mons, from Ladies, 
Franklin, 9 

—of Rev. Dr. Pren- 
tiss, Ladies in Med- 
field, 20 


19 00 





to 
~“! 
~ 





3, 120 4 
Balance received from 
Henry Gray, Esq. the 
former Treasurer, viz. 
Certificates of stock, 
which cost, $1,570 00 
Note on interest, 500 00 
Cash, 1,453 21-3,525 21 


$6,644 05 





The following is a list of 
donations, which Mrs. 
Simpkins has received 
since July 5, 1812, 
from Cent Societies, 
Viz. 

Oct. 14,1812. By cash 
received from a lady 
in Carlisle, 

Dee. 11. Received of 
Paul Bayley from the 
female cent society in 
the second and third 
societies, Newbury, 

Jan. 21,1813. of Re- 
becca Holmes, cent 


26 00 


Carried forward $27 00 


of Rev. Mr. Lin- 
coln, Ladies in Fal- 


mouth, 8 90 
—of Rev. Mr. Howe, 
Ladies in Hopkinton, 4 68 


—of Rev. Mr. Walk- 
er, Ladies, South Par- 
ish Danvers, 

—ol Rev. Paul Litch- 
field, Ladies in Car- 
lisle, 

—of Rev. Mr. Waters 
from Cent Society, 
27.———of Rey. Jona- 
than Strong from La- 
dies, Randolph, 4 55 

——of Rev. Sylvester 
Bucklin, from Ladies, 
in the East Parish 
Marlboro’ 

28.——of Mrs. Keziah 
M. Punchard, Ladies, 
Salem, 

—of Rev. Joseph 
Barker, from Cent 
Society first parish, 

Middleborough, 6 il 
_—_ 


Carried forward $2i3 14 
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Brought forward $243 14 
June 8, ——of Rey. Mr. 
Codman, Cent Socie- 


ty, Dorchester, 23 00 
——vof Asaph Rice from 
Ladies in Northboro’ 8 32 


——ot Rey. Elisha Fisk 


from Ladies Wren- 
tham, 4. 00 
July 8th———of Dea. 


Howard, North Par- 

ish Bridgewater, 14 52 
20.—of Rev. Dr. 

Spring, by Mr. Evarts 

from Ceut Societies 

in Newburyport, 31 95 
from Cent Society 





in Byfieid, 4 63 
— from Cent Society 
in Wrentham, 8 64 


—from a number of 
Ladies in Boston, 24 35 


3362 55 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Jane 19, 1815. From 
the Foreign Mission 
Society in Falmouth, 
(Maine,) by Mr. 
Hlumphrey Merrill, 
the ‘Treasurer, 

24. From the Religious 
Charitable Society in 
the County of Wor- 
cester, by the Rev. Jo- 
seph Goffe, the Treas- 
urer, 24 38 

25. From the Foreign 
Mission Society in 
the County of Liteh- 
field, by Uriel Holmes 
Esq. the ‘Treasurer, 
viz. for the support ot 


$13 00 


missions, 1,194 6) 
—tfor the ‘transla- 
tions, * 159 50-1,354 11 





Carried forward $1,591 49 


* The generous donation from Litch- 
field county, ‘was composed of the fol- 
lowing sums received from towns in 
that countu; viz. 


From Litchfield (1st Seciety, ) 255 10 
Do. (2nd Society, ) 103 00 
Bethlem 104 75 
Bridgewater, ( 2nd Society in 
New Milford, ) 26 88 
Brookfield, 5 00 
Burlington, 22 60 
Canaan, (1st Society, ) 33 50 





Carried forward $550 83 


Donations to Foreign Missions. 
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Brought forward $1,391 49 

29. The following sums 
were received by the 
hands of the Rev. Dr. 

Worcester, viz. 

From a gentleman in 
Maine, enclosed in a 
letter without a name, $10 00 

From individuals in Go- 
shen, by the Rev. Dr. 
Lyman, 

From the Rev. John 
Keep of Blandford, by 
the same, 

From the Female Ben- 
eficent Society in 
New Canaan, (Con.) 
by Mrs. Sarah Bon- 
ney, the Treasurer, 

From Mr. Solomon 
Goodell, of Jamaica, 
( Vt.) it being the res 
due of his donation of 
500 for the current 
expenditures of the 
Board,t 

From the same gener- 
ous man anew dona- 
tion, 

July 1. From the For- 
eign Mission Society 
of Boston and the Vi- , 
cinity, 52 00 

— 


Carried forward $1,717 09 


7 60 


10 Of 


32 00 


200 10 


14 00—273 60 


Brought forward $550 83 


Canton, 2 00 
Colebrook, 10 00 
Goshen, 175 93 
Harwinton, 22 00 
New Hartford, 72 75 
New Milford, (1st Society, ) 11 50 
Norfolk, 10 G0 
New Preston, (2nd Society in 

Washington, ) 19 50 
Plymouth, 32 00 
Salisbury, 5 OO 
Sharon, 51 00 
South Britain, 61 00 
Torrington, 32 00 
Torringford, 27 50 
Warren, 16 59 
Washington, (1st Soci- 

ety,) 90 25 
Winchester, 51 00 
Winstead, 33 00 
Contribution at the an- 

nual meeting, 36 26 
Subsequent payments 

into the Treasury, 44 00 





$1,354 14 

t Mr. Goodell also remitted a part o 

the interest on his larger donation. This 
wt/l be neticedin the annual accounts. 
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; rought forward $1,717 09 
8 From the Foreign 

Mission Society of 

North Yarmouth, and 

the Vicinity, by the 

Hon. AmmiR. Mitch- 

ell, Esq. Treasurer, 118 7 


$1,835 8 


The friends of missions will be pleased 
fo learn, that the remittances of the 
Board have been forwarded from Londou 
to India, both for the support of the Mis- 
sionaries, and the encouragement of the 
translations. In time of peace, the most 
favorable mode of remittance was that of 
sending Spanish dollars, by which some- 
thing was game ‘d; but the present mode of 
pureh: ising bills on London, and there 
again on Caleutta, i is, according to the late 
prices of exchange, about 15 per cent. 
more favorable still; without taking into 
the account the saving of freight and im- 
surance, and the greater certainty of a 
safe arrival. "Fhe only inconvenience of 
the present mode is, that it is rather cir- 
cuitous and occasions some delay. 





+ 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
George Burder, to the Treasurer of the 
Board, acknowledging ge the receipt of a 
Aill of exch nge, as the reimbursement of 
the sum of 500. advanced to My. Judson, 
whenin England, by the Directors af the 
London Missionary Society. 


*T beg leave, Sir, to return you the siti- 
ecre than ks of the Directors for this act 
of generosity. Had it not been convenient 
to the new Society tor Foreign Missions 
to have transmitted this sum, our Society 
would have thought themedbves s happy to 
have contributed it to the further2iuce of 
your truly benevolent efforts im behalf of 
the heathen, And we sincerely wish that 
your pieus endeavors may be crowned 
with remarkable suecess. We feel anin- 
terest in the satety and prosperity of Mr. 
Judson and his companions; and shall be 
happy to hear of their arrival in Inc diay 
and comfortable settlement where Provi- 
dence may fix their lot. If I reeoilect 
right, it was the Birman Empire to which 
their views were principally directed; but 
i greatly fear, that no acecss can be had to 
that country, whose internal state we have 
heen informed is. very unhappy. Our 
missionary, Mr. Pritchett, (afte r the Heath 
of his colleague,) was obliged tm quit it; 
and since then the Baptist missionary w: 
driven from it, under the suspicion of be- 
ing a political spy: but I believe he has un- 
tleceived them, and, I think, been re- 
etored The Isle of France. Java, and 


Prince of Wales’s Island, all scem to offer 
open doors for the Gospel: and so do many 
of the great cities of India—-Benares, Su- 
rat, and Seringapatam. 

“In consequence of the despotic power, 
whieh the British East India Company 
possesses in India, persons are not (legully ) 
TE ery-og to reside there without leave 
from the Directors in London; although a 
residence without sueh leave is frequently 
winked at: but owmg to some particular 
circumstanees, Mr. Thompson, a worthy 
young Missionary just arrived there, was 
positively ordered to return fo Eawope; 
and must, I believe, have done so, had not 
his Divine Master been pleased toremove 
him to a better habitation after a few days 
illness. We sincerely hope, that by an 
extension of commereial liberty in that 
country, more freedom will be obtained 
for the ambasadors of the Prince of Peace. 

“Xs to our Society, I trust we are going 
on well, on the whole. Considering the 
times, we are supported generously. We 
have many offers of missionaries, more 
than we can employ; and in various places 
the word of the Lord has free course aud 
is glorified. 

**T beg, Sir, you will present to the gen- 
tlemen of your Society the most frie ndly 
regards of the London Soci ‘iety, with their 
best wishes for your success.” 


EVANCELICAL TRA€T SOCIETY, 


At the request of this Sovicty expressed 
by a vote we gladly publish the follow- 
ing article. 


Ow the 25th of May, 1813, the Evangelical 
Tract Society, which was tormed in 1811, 
held its annual meeting in Boston. The 
following Re ‘port of the Board for conduet- 
ing the Society’s concerns the last year 
was read and acee pte d:— 

The Board ave happy to state, that ex 
perience confirm s the justness of the rea. 
cons, which led to the formation of the 
E.vangelica 1 Tract Society. The ease witli 
which truth is by this mean disseminated, 
the pe culiar eagerness discovered by many 
to obtain tracts, and the good cffe ‘ets which 
have in some places attended them, pre 
sent much encouragement for persever 
anee. Ata period when the fundame tel 
truths of the Gos pel, those pillars of a be- 
liever’s hepe, ave attacked with zeal and 

dustry, the activity of true Christians is 

‘ed ior by the most powerful con epee 
tions, and it is believed that the method o 
extensively cirenlating concise and pur 
cent statements of truth, in the form of 
tracts, niav be numbered amone the rast 
happy and snccesstul means of arresting 
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the progress of error, and, under a Divine 
blessing, of bringing men to a knowledge 
of the glorious Gospel. 

“Since our last annual meeting, the 
Board have purchased the following tracts: 


500 
250 
150 

50 

25 
300 
300 
500 
200 
300 
200 

50 
200 
600 
600 
500 
500 
100 
100 
100 
200 
200 
300 


100 


Fuller’s Great Question answered. 
Adventure in Vermont. 
Friendly Instructor. 
Hymns for Infant Minds. 
Childs Memorial. 
Dialogue on Regeneration. 
Vivian’s three Dialogues. 
Hintsand Anecdotes on Profaneness. 
Whitaker on the Danger of Delay. 
Word in Season. 
History of a Bible. 
Power of Truth. 
Day of Adversity. 
Shepherd of Salisbury Plain. 
Dialogue on the Comet. 
Experimental Religion. 
Dialogue between two Seamen. 
End of Time. 
Newton’s Montment. 
Sixteen Short Sermons. 
Allis for the Best. 
Monitor to Parents. 
Address from a Stranger. 
Tracts were presented by Mr. Hen- 
ry Homes. 
do. by Mr. William Crosby. 


100 do. by Mr. N. Willis. 
12 Walks of Usefulness, by the Seere- 
tary. 





6,637 

“All the Tracts belonging to the Socie- 
ty have been circulated, except Dr. Rush’s 
pamphlet on lntemperance, and the Dia- 
logue between two Seamen, which, being 
intended for particular classes, have been 
more sparingly dispersed. ‘The field, in 
which they have been sown is extensive. 
The District of Maine, Rhode Island, the 
fsenessee country, as well as the metropo- 
lis of Massachusetts, have shared im the 
hounty. 

“The Society, which has been organiz- 
ed but a year and a helf, has already pro- 
rured from 9 to 10,000 tracts, which being 
principally im cireulation, are no doubt 
yuiding some wandering sinners to a place 
of satety. 

“Although our country, from various 
causes, isin deep affliction, and the minds 
of many are absorbed in temporal objects, 
itis hoped we may conti: * e affectionately 
to remember Zion. Surely they shall 
prosper that love her. In due time, the 
Lord will undoubtedly appear to build up 
and prosper his church; and he may own 
these our humble efforts to promote his 
@racious work, 

Per order, 
Yo Tancoty, Seeretary 


Several ministering brethren present, 
stated very encouraging effects to have 
been produced by the circulation of tracts. 
One instance in particular was communi- 
cated, where the association of a few fe- 
males to distribute tracts had issued in 
opening a door,for the free dispensation of 
the Gospel of Christ. An encouraging 
communication, covering twenty-cight 
dollars, was received from a Brauch ot 
the Society, formed by friends belonging to 
the Baptist ehureh in Newton; and it is 
hoped friends in other towns will imitate 
the example. 

Officers chosen for the ensuing year. 
The Rev: Tuomas Batpwry, D.D. Pree. 

E. Lincoin, Sec. 
Heman Lincoun, T'reas. 

Rev. Thomas Waterman, JVilliam 
Batchelder, Lucius Bolles, Danie! 
Sharp, William Gammell, and Messrs. 
Henry Homes, Amos Smith, and Elijuss 
Corey, Committee.. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Tue following minutes were handed to ns 
by a gentleman, who attended the Genera 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
May last. 
Wholenumberofecommunicants 34,624 
Communicants added last year, 3,723 


Adults baptised the last year, 476 
Infants do. 5,385 
E.dueation fund, S1,897 16 
Missionary fund, $1,852 09 
Commissioners fund, $1,643 OF 


Subseribed for the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, near- 
ly 24,000 OO 
Paid before May, #815, $8,947 78 


LIBERALITT OF FEMALES. 


AN association of females in Salem, tiled 
the Tabernacle Female Charitable Sect- 
ety, and instituted for the purpose of aid- 
mg the missionary cause, has in seven 
years contributed to the treasury of the 
Massachuseits Missionary Society about a 
thousand dollars. Very exemplary liber 
ality has also been dispkayed by feimales in 
the church and Society ef the Rev. Dr 


Hopkins, and the Rev. Mr. Emerson, in 


that town. In other places similar liber- 


ality may have been equally worthy ot 
distinct notice, though not particularly 
known to the writer ofthis paragraph 


ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED, at Danby, (N. Y.} on the 2st 
of December last, the Rev. Saxncrn PAauk~ 





' 
; 
| 
' 





v4 


tr. Sermon by the Rev. Hezekiah N. 
W oodruff, from 1 Cor. xv, 20. 

At Boston, on the 14th inst. the Rev. 
Joun Lovesey Apnot, to the pastoral 


Obituary.... Mrs. Rebecca Dégvegeti, 





Juty, 


care of the first church and congregation 
in that town. Sermon by the Sov. Dr. 
Ware, from Acts xxvi, 7, 18. 


OBITUARY. 


Dien, at Manchester, (Vt.) Mr. Joszra 
Frenéa, aged 67. He was apparently in 
wood health, was suddenly seized with ase- 
vere pain in one of his fingers, and expir- 
ed in an hour afterwards. 

At Holliston, on the 6th nat. the Rev. 
Timo ruy Dickinson, aged 52 

At Rhinebeck, (N. Y. y') on the 22d ult. 
Myr. Joan R. Scuuyier, a member of the 
senior class in Harvard College, aged 20. 

At New York, Sizas Tatpot, Esq. 
late captain in U.S. Navy. 

At Brentzlau in Prussia, on the 28th of 
April, Prince KutTusorr SMoLensko, 
commander-in-chief of the Russian and 
Prussian armies, aged 70. 

In Prussia, Avueustvs Frrnrnann, 
Prince of Prussia, a brother of Frederic 
the Great, aged 83 

In the battle of Lutzen, fought on the 
2d of May last, Marshal Bessirres, Duke 
of Istria, Bonaparte’s greatest general of 
cavalry. 

In the same battle, the Prince of HEssE 
HembBourG, an officer in the Prussian 
army. 

At New Haven, on the 25th of March 
last, Mrs. Repecca DaccGertr, aged 32. 
In the death of this woman, society sus- 
tains a heavy loss; but to her afflicted 
friends the bereavement is peculiarly dis- 
tressing, and would be insupportable with- 


out the glorious consolations of religion. 
But blessed be Ged, that, while they 


mourn, they have good reason to enter- 
iain the. animating hope, that their de- 
parted friend is participating in the enjoy- 
ments of saints and angels in praisi ing thei ir 
Creator and Redeemer, and are thus fur- 
nished with strong motives to live as co- 
heirs of the same heavenly inheritance. 
The subject of this notice was distin- 
guished by many attractive and amiable 
qualities, by great prudence and discretion, 
and, in the latter years of her life, by sub- 
mission to the will of God, and ‘cle vated 
piety. She possessed great personal beau- 
ty, and very uncommon sweetness of man- 
ners, and benevolence of disposition. The 
amiableness of her character, and the pro- 
priety of her conduct, even ‘in childhood, 
cained her many valuable friends. Be ‘ing 


religiously educated, she ever appeared to 
entertain a high veneration for the ordi- 
nanees and worship of God, and for the 
Christian character, long before she her- 
self professed this character. 


Her great 


delight seemed to be to do goed. Het 

cheerfulness was natural, constant, and 
almost invincible; her for titude worthy of 
high admiration. With all these native 
excellences, and with a heart renewed and 
sanctified by divine grace, what might not 
have been expected?) What has not been 
realized? 

In the year 1808 she was united to the 
church of God, in New Haven, her native 
town, and where she always re sided. F rom 
that period to its close, her life was an un- 
varied course of kindness and benevolence. 
Every faculty was employed in the great 
business of serving God and her genera- 
tion. No opportunity of communicating 
happiness was so minute as to escape her 
observation, and no practicable exertions 
so great as to deter her from action, where 
the good of her fellow creatures was con- 
eerned. Under .a combination of severe 
and lasting afflictions, she exhibited, for 
several years, great composure of mind, 
and great dignity of deportment. Though 
modest, silent, aud uncomplaining, she 
was at the farthest possible remove from 


apathy. Her religion was that of the 
heart. She was a light, shining with 


steady and uncommon lustre, and breek- 
ing forth with inereased splendor in the 
hour of death. 

She was attacked on the 21st of March 
with the epidemic which then prevailed, 
which appeared to be seated on her lungs, 
and to remove which baffled all the skill 
of her physicians. She expired on the 
fifth day of herillness, after much distress, 
which she sustained with exemplary pa- 
tience. Notwithstanding the great diffi- 
culty of respiration under which she labor- 
ed, she was ablé to converse a great deal 
w ith her friends, to bear ample testimony 
to the stedfastness of her faith, and to 
pray earnestly for them and for the chureh 
of Christ, even while apparently in the 
agonies of dissolving nature. 

LE this slight sketeh of a well-spent life, 
and a triumphant death, should have the 
least tendency to inspire one soul with 

faith in the Redeemer, or to animate one 
heart to a more vigorous exercise of love 
to that God from whom cometh down ev- 
ery good gift and every perfect gift, it 
will greatly rejoice the heart of the writer, 
who considers religious biography, as a 
channei by which immense good may be 
conveyed. Let the reader inquire whethe? 
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he should tremble if laid immediately on 
his death-bed, and whether he is prepar- 
ed for heaven. 

At Hillsborough, (N. H.) on the 11th of 
Aprillast, Mr. Joan Jongs, aged 24. The 
circumstances attending this young man’s 
death were extraordinary and worthy of 
notice. He went from his father’s house 
to public worship on the Sabbath, and, as 
he did not return at evening, was supposed 
to have gone to a brother’s, a few miles 
distant. No alarm was experienced by the 
family till Wednesday, when a search 
commenced, and his body was found on 
Thursday morniog, within 60 rods of his 


father’s house. In returning from meet- 
ing he crossed the fields, and, from the 
position of his body, it appeared that he 
loosened a stone wall by passing overit, and, 
leaping down, his feet slipped and he fell 
backward toward the wall, when a stone 
weighing fifty or sixty pounds, fell upon his 
head, in such a manner as to produce in- 
stantaneous death, It appeared that he 
did not even struggle, as his handkerchief 
remained in his hand. He was an active 
young man, of correct moral habits, and 
his death was greatly lamented. Surely it 
is not in man that walketh to direct ham 
steps. 


HY MNS. 


Sweet was the song the angels sung 
To hail the infant earth, 

While she in listening wonder hung 
To hear their holy mirth. 

From every vocal hill ard plain 
That smil’d beneath the sky, 

Echo return’d the joyful strain 
In loud and sweet reply. 


Sweeter the song of pure delight 
From that angelic throng, 

When Shepherds, through the starry night, 
With rapture heard the song. 

Earth caught the glorious hymn again, 
With unbeleving joy; 

And bade her children join the strain, 
To hail the Savior Boy! 


But sweeter yet the song shall flow 
In harmony civine, 


When saints, escap’d from toil and woe, 
The last grand chorus join. 
Then earth shall melt in fervent pain 
At those diviner lays, 
And heaven itself shall scarce sustain 
The transport of their praise. 
N. 





Go, count the billows in the seas, 
And count the sands upon the shore; 
And count the leaves upon the trees, 
And count the stars, a shining store! 


Then multiply the sum of all, 
By any number that you will; 
Thy mercies, Lord, that daily fall, 
‘Thy mercies are more num/’rous still. 
N. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


‘Tue Charlestown Association for the Re- 
formation of Morals: 2 Tract, containing, 
1. A Discourse delivered at the organiza- 
tion of the Association, by the Rev. Jedi- 
diah Morse, D.D. 2. The Constitution of 
the Association, with a list of the officers 
and members. 3. Rules and recommen- 
dations adopted by the Standing Commit- 
tee of the Association. 4. Extracts from 
certain laws of the Commonweelth of 
Massachusetts, for the suppression, of vice 
and immorality. Boston; 8S. T. Arm- 
strong. pp. 48. 12mo. 12 1-2 cents. 

A Sermon, preached at Concord, before 
his Rxcellenc¥ the Governor, the Honora- 


ble Council, the Honorable Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State of 
New Hampshire, June 3, 1815, being the 
anniversary election. By John Hubbard 
Church, Pastor of the church in Pelham. 
Concord; George Hough. 1813. pp. 41. 

A New Critical Pronouncing Dictionary 
of the English Language: containing all the 
words in general use, with their significa- 
tions accurately explained, and the sound 
of each syllable clearly expressed: among 
which will be found several hundred terms, 
with their aeceptions and derivations. 
which appear to have been hitherto omit- 
ted by the best lexicographers. Also, a 
variety of the technical terms of medicine, 
law, commerce, arts, ayd general science: 
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